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A RITUAL 

This may be the most important article I have yet written in my history of 

fanac. aye Jht 195) preifatiovs, Ys Well, 

In practically everything I 've written for the past year or 80, the implied 
meszsage has been that you as a human being have the power to create your own reality, 
Not everybody does — in fact, relatively few do, But if you don't create your own 
reality, 8omeone else will create a reality for you, and you may not like the reality 
you wind up with, 

This is something that most 20th century Americans find extremely difficult to 
accept, We are taught from an early age on that reality is a fixed, immitable thing, 
with inexorable laws carved in stone zsomewhere, and that there is nothing we can do 
about it, Ve are the creations of reality, not the creators, according to the popular 
view. The extreme of this view, easpecially popular among economists and aociologists 
who are paid a great deal of your money as conaultants to government agencies, is 
B., F, Skinner's rather narrow-minded verasion of behavioriam, 

But, in fact, even rabid Skinnerites can aszsiat in the creation of cali 
because the primary tool which the human mind usaes to do this is belief, This is 
related to a phenomenon, purely natural, called magick, Magick is the practice of 
changing reality by applying force of will guided by imagination, Noting superhuman 
or gupernatural about it, Belief comes in as a method of meanuring your force of 
will, If you can't quite make yourself believe thatwhat you are doing is going to 
change reality the way you want it to be changed, then chances are you do not have 
gufficient force of will in your magickal workings to do anything. 

Again, tis is difficult for many people to accept, A feminist friend, for 
example, once told me that he couldn't believe that she could create her own reality 
because of her experiences, She said that she could not get a job in the field of 
her ohoice because of ARR sexiat digscrimination againsgt women, She had done everything 
Tight, followed all. the manuals about forceful interviews, incisive regumes and dressirng 
for Buccess, and still had not gotten BB& a job offer for anything above the level of 
typist., She then went on to accuge me of prattling mystical, mumbo=Jjumbo to cop out 
of dealing with the fact that men discriminate againgt women, 

In fact, I do not deny the reality of eexist discrimination agahnst women and 
that it is important to fight againet it as mach as possible, But thatis not the 
point here, In fact, up until that point, she hadn't been doing anything to create 
a reality in which g8he did get the job she wanted, Instead, she had actually been 
creating the opposite reality — by as88uming beforehand that sexist digcrimination 
would prevent her from getting the type of job she wanted, she was actively creating 
a reality in which her asgumptions came true, This does not in any way excuse the 
employer who may have acted like a eexist pig in this cage or make him any less 
reprehensible, But by neglecting to actively create a reality in which 8he was hired 
into a fulfilling job, she may well have allowed this sexist pig type to impose his 
reality in which women are for keeping barefoot and pregnant on her, 

And she doesn't have to take that kind of crap, anyway, No one does, It's 
all a matter of how you go about it, 

Why do people have the power to create their own realities? I still don't 
have that exactly straight in my head, partly because my math stopped with basic 
calculus in egchool, In quantum physics, Bell's Theorem tells us that any phenomenon 
observed in nature depends, at least in part, on the observer's input, That input 
is inevitable, even if the observer is silent observing the phenomenon from a distance 
and not actively trying to affect it, Unfortunately, IT can't quote you the 


differential equations that show this (perhaps, R. A. Wilson could?). 


But people really can do it, IT can tell you that because I've done it on more 
than one occasilon, But here's an example on a rather massive scale that doean'!t 
involve me,» Think abokt what happened in Iran in January of 1979, | 

The Shah was for many years the most powerful ruler in the Middle East, His 
oil fields helped make Iran the richest country in the region except for Saudi Arabia, 
With help from the United States he built the most powerfulith military machine the 

Middle 1East had ever geen, At home, his word was law, His secret police ruthbeassly 
and efficiently deestroyed all political opposition, rignt dom to the most 
insignificant, For 25. years Shah Reza Pahlavi had wielded abgsolute power that was 
virtually unquestioned in his country, 

And then in 197824 s0me obscure religious fanatic who had been jailed for 
8edition in the early 1960s and then &X& released, began to s8miggle cagsette tapes 
from Paris to Tehran, The tapes s8aid that the 1Shah was not doing the will of Allah 
and going against the law of the Koran, Suddenly the Shah found himself forced to 
flee from Iran, his entire country having turned against him and his power having 
evaporated oveenight, 

You 8ee, the Ayatollah Khomeini is an accomplished magician, though he woul,d 
never call it that himeelf, He understood that no matter how firm the grip on Iran 
the Shah appeared to have to the outside world, that power derived exclusively from 
the belief &&azAf the Iranians held in that power, They weren't particularly happy, 
but they obeyed, because they believed in that power, The Ayatollah was able to 
purguade the Iranians that Allah was no longer pleased with the Shah, The: Iranians 
8topped believing in the Shah's power, Presto=-chango, hoc us=pocus and all that, 
and the Shah really didn't have any power, Goodbye, Reza, 

Our old friend Hagbard Celine, && in discordian fashian, gives another examples 
In 1935, this country had 12 million good citizens, as good as you or T1, who just 
happened to smoke marijuana, In 1936 President Roosevelt put his signature on a piece 
of paper, and voila — 12 million people became criminals overnight, And they weally 
were criminals — wave a joint in front of a cop!'s noge and eee if you aren't, 

RE It is extremely important for you to understand what T mean when I say you 
can create your owmm reality, Your g8urvival for the next 10 years or 80 depends on 


Its 


If you don't create your own reality, gomeone else will create it for you, 
There are millions of persons in the United States today active creating realities, 
Some of them are quite conscious about what they are doing, And T assure you, you 
don't want to live in the realities many of them are creating for you, 

_ There are & great many people who firmly believe that civilization is about 

to collapse, We are going to run out of energy s8ources, they cry, deliberately avoiding 
mention of some alternative gources that are Just around the corner if we can just 
hold aut a few more years, We are polluting ourselves into a new Ice Age or melting 
of the polar caps, depending on whom you 1listen to, Accidents at nuclear power plants 
will turn us all within a few shortlyears into glowing mutants for a short, agonizing 
while before we all die, Human beings can't and never will be able to do anything 
right, they say,» The only way to prevent the. human race from destroying itself Is 
for the human Trace to crawl back into the caves and die, And the economy is goings 
toos 

This is the zaort of world their beliefs are creating for you, But it doegn't 
have to be your wrild, | 

An even larger number of people are abs8olutely convinced that a nuclear war 
with the Soviet Union is &4&&&4Ak inevitable, No thought that the Americans and the 
Russians might be gensible enough to know what a nuclear war would do» Thege doomsayers 
know better, and that's that, Some even want a nuclear war, though they'd never admit 
it publicly, But there are politicians in Washington who think that a war with Russia 
would 94 Just the thing to cure the younger generation of all that 8e1fish Me Generatinn 
crap we've been spouting s8ince the mid-19708, I will grant that blowing the human 
race off the planet would certainly cure Me Generation s8elfishness, 

You don't have to experience a nuclear war, I'm going to tell you how, 


 Fven 8carier are the fundamentalists, They're not just waving around computer 


== 
printouts and reports from the Club of Rome, They're creating reality with the force 
of religious faith, one of the most awegsome forces ever devised by the human race, 

For example, there are a group of Catholics (relatively 8mall) who Welieve 
that a housewife in Queens is having visions of the Holy Virgin Mary, Apparently 
the 2K Holy Virgin Mary has revealed that Her Divine Son is 80 pissed with all this 
gin and innorality, egpecially with the revizal of the international Satanic conspiracy 
Of WaIoCoCoAhe, that he's about to let all Armageddon break looge on our heads, Among 
other things, according to thege renegade Catholics, World War III will start in 1982 
to coincide with all s8orts of horgible natuzal disasters caused by the line-up of the 
planets in the Solar System occurring then, For those of us sinners who survive that, 
in 1985 Jesus will show us our True Natures in a physical manifestation, which will 
apparently 8care most of us to death, quite literally, If any of usE gurvive that, 
we'll be facing judgment day, | 

The mainstream Catholic Church, suspicious from the start, disowned the movement 
after the Holy Virgin Mary started 8uggesting that there were Satanists in high places 
in the Catholic Church, After that, the Holy Virgin Mary stopped suggesting and started 
telling her loyal followers that the && Church is a front for WE W,I.CLCAh. 

To be taken more seriously are the nation's 50 million Rat Protestant 
fundamentalists, many of whom take books like The Iate Great Planet Earth as Gospel 
truth, These people have a rather similar scenario in which we fallible humans, 
not willing to gubmit our individual wills to the will of God (or whatever preacher 
is on the tube right now) will be gubjected to the usuval mruclear wars, natural 
digasters, etc,, etc Right when it appears that humans are about to wipe themselves 
off of the face of the planet, Jegus will come down from heaven to establish the new 
1000-year order (who else do you know about who talked about establishing a new 1000 
year order?), set up his Kingdom on Earth, and punish all sinners, All sinners are 
those people who don't hold the same bigoted, narrow-minded opinions as the BP 
Protestant fundamentalists, I suspect that includes everyone in GOLDEN APA, Our 
fate includes the usual visions of fire and burning sulfur, 

There are millions of people who believe this with the power of religious 
faith, I suspect that may well be the future they experience, It doesn't have to 
be your future, but unless you take action, you may get dragged into it, 

SoE I propose that members of thts APA perform a ritual called "time 


streaming, " 


Ritual is a strange word to most, and possibly a scary word to some of you, 
It may conjure'up images of robed figures dancing orgiastically in some dank celler, 
ghouting "CTHUHLU! CTHUHIU!" while the leader in horned headdress raises a blood- 
gtained knife over the progtrate form of a teenage: cheerleader, 

Actually, there is nothing strange and terrible about performing a ritual, 
A ritual is a get of specific words and/or actions that produce a specific psycho=- 
logical effect on the performer, and possibly upon the observer. We all do rituals 
every day, If you!re into warm milk and cookies before going to bed every night, 
that's a ritual, Some regular ugers of LSD will fast for a specific time Before 
taking the drug, and that's a ritual, too, In fact, Catholics used to have the game 
practice before taking Commmion, If you are a practicing Christian, you attend a 
ritual every Sunday, 1 Practicing Jews perform a ritual themselves every Friday at 
. gundowmn, &þ& The U.S, governnent has specific rituals for conducting military operations 
and 8topping accidents at nuclear power plants, but since these aren't backed by the 
power of faith, they rarely work, (Indeed, gince Watergate and Vietnam, Americans 
haven't really invested a great deal of belief intheir government, and the government ' 
Tecord gince then shows it, I'm not complaining — if the government were as efficient 
as the League of Women Voters would like to make it, we'd be getting all the government 
we pay for,) 

This ritual is designed to put your mind into a specific mode in which it 
consciously creates your future, So &£kþ if you find anything that your conscinusg 
mind tells you is silly, mystical mwmmbo=-jumbo, JjusB _— it, because your 8ub=- 


conscious understands perfectly, © 


=f— 

The ritual itself is basically a Wiccan form, because that is my own religion, 

It also borrows some things from cabaliestic magick and a few other things, However, 
you do not have to be a Wiccan to terform this ritual guccessfully, In fact, you can 


even be a Christian and get away with it, 
You g8hould be prepared to do gome work, however, as this is a powerful ritual 


that requires gome preparation, The first step is to decide what esort of future you 
wish to program for yourself, What gort of world do you want to live in? For myself, 
and I s8uspect for many in this APA, the future IT want draws a lot from Ieary's scenario 
for 8pace migration, life extension and intelligence Increage, I do not entirely go 
along with all of ILeary's work, because he is something of a socialist and I am a 
1ibgrtarian, But the world I plan to live in 10 years from now has some form of 
SMILE in it, as well as a great deal more individual liberty than we have now. 
Others in th&es APA may see fit to draw their futures along more "Ecotopian" lines 
or come up with a sort of Niven/Pournelle high tech future. Whatever, Most of us 
in this APA have enough imagination, T think, to come up with futures that are quite 
provocative and challenging, personally fulfilling and not involving Armageddon Iif 
we bother to give it s8ome thought, | 

Now it is time to 8sit down at your typewriter, What you must do is outlines 
in as much detail as you possibly can imagine, exactly what you will be doing and 
what your environment will be like for some period of time into the future, Picture 
exactly what you want to be doing and where you want to be, say, five years from 
today, and fill in how you get from here to there, This is an important step, which 
may require 8ome time to complete, and perhaps a lot of heavy thinking, IfHowever, It 
is important because words on &þ&&&+ paper are considerably more concrete than thoughts 
floating around your conscious mind, Also, doing this will force your mind to imagine 
what you want your future to be in precise terms, There is no place for vagueness in 


magick, 

Five years into the future is a good number, because most people can work out 
a future about that far ahead in relatively good detail. (It's also a discordian 
number.) If you're really ambitiousg go for 10 years, Certainly you don't want to 
plan for less than two, | | 

A cautionary note — the future you outline on paper should be your future 
and yours alone, Don't try to plan the futwre of anyone else, even close friends 
and loved ones, without their express permission and complete agreement about what 
the future for all of you will be, There are two raasns for this: 

1. The amount of magickal energy you need to create a future increases drasticaly 
the more people are involved because you have that mach more inertia to overcome, and 
if the other person(s) isn't/aren't doing a time streaming spell, you're not getting 
any help, In fact, the other person may be time streaming hiser om future, and If 
it doesn't match your future, your 8pell will wind up doing no good at all, not even 
for you, 

2, There is such a thing as a Iaw of Karma, If you create a future for gomeone 
besides yourself without hiser permission or knowledge, you may create a future that 
&A&k 8&/he does not want, may perhaps even a future harmful to hir. The Law of Karma 
is merely the third law of thermodynamics as applied to human relationships, It 
8ays, basically, that whatever you put out, you will get &&& back, As you 80wy 80 
ghall you reap, If you go into business sellingth used cars and start gelling doctored 
lemons at high prices, you will quickly find yourself bankrupt and quite possibly run 
out of t4hak&k town as goon as people catch on to what you're doing, (The free market, 
in fact, operates very much on the Taw of Karma, that is, when it is allowed to operate, ) 
If you try creating a future for someone else and do harm to that person, you will 
pay for it in gome way or another, 

However, this is easy enough to avoid, simply by dealing only with yourself 
on paper, what you will be doing, The future will fall into place, If you write 
about a future in which you go to I-5, that implies that there will be space colonization, 
Certainly if you paint yourself doing something fulfilling and' progpering five years 
from now, it implies that there hasn't been a nuclear war in themeantime, 

One other point is necessary to be understood, Your future outline mast be 


written as though those years have already passed and you are looking backward on 


I | 
it, Us8e past tense as much as poessible, THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT, because creation of 
this future depends on your belief in it, If you doubt your future, the time e8treaming 
will not work, 

When you are finished writing, it is a good idea to bind your outline into 
gome gort of folder or binder, the sturdier the better, This piece of writing must 
last you a while and it's a good idea for it to be protected, If you want to decorate 
the cover with symbols from your religion or your ideological beliefs, that's perfectly 
fine, It might actually help, too, It's also a good idea to estore your future outline 
in a Bafe place, You don'!ta3Ak actually have to rent a 8afe deposit box, but you don't 
want it 8omewhere where puppies © an chew on it or two-year—0lds can amear It with. 
gtrawberry jam, either, 

The third and last step in preparing for the ritual is focusging yourkh mind 
on what you are to do, IT would say this should take at least a month, Reread your 
future outline often, Spend a lot of time thinking about it, Imagine yourself in 
various future 8ituations as detailed in the outline, Te tting your imagination run 
free — imagine the exact feel of a fat wallet in your back pocket, doing a routine 
workday in your dream job, the eamall of a snort of amy] nitrate at CBGB's, whatever, 
When you feel you are ready, perform the ritual, 


The ritual ghould te performed first on the night of the new moon or any time 
after that until full moon, Tt 8hould not be performed during any period when the 
moon is waning, This may be hard for some of you to accept, but T assure you that 
this is beet, Psychologists on the fringe of the field are jJust now starting to 
discover the effects of the phazes of the moon on people's psychological make-up, 

Or ask any cop — 8/he!1l tell you from experience about what happens during a full 
mOONs 

The ritual s8hould be performed in a room uncluttered enough to allow you space 
to move around in, VWeather-permitting, it is all right to do it outside as long as 
you have neighbors who won't ask silly questions, 
| You will need a small table, An end table will do, This should be covered with 

gome 8Bort of tablecloth and the table should be situated as best as you can determine 
with the sides facing due north, south, east and west, Turing mich of the ritual, 
you will 8stand on the west side of the table facing east, (The importance of te four 
directions is that there are certain symbolic images that have come down in Vestern 
religious consciousness ass8ociated with each direction, While I don't accept the 
Jungilan collective unconscious completely for the game reasons as Linda Frankel, 
I do recognize That there are certain images our minds are programmed to respond to 
that may be genetically determined, at least USL we actively reprogram our minds 

to respond in a different way, ) 

On the corners of the table fsrthest from you place two whi te candles. During 
the ritual these should be the only source of illumination in the room, (White has 
long been as8ociated with both purity and s8ources of spiritual energy — check out 
descriptions of white light experiences in tantric ex, for example, The idea of 
turning off the electric lights and using candlelight is an aid in changing consciousness, 
_of driving home the idea that this is a different place than places you normally 
encounter in mundane reality, If you ever went to sumner camp as a child, you nay 
Tecall how much more effective ghost stories became when a wood fire was making ghadows 
move and flicker about,) Halfway between the candles, place some symbol of religious 
significance to you — perhaps a pentagram or statue of gome god or goddess, T1 use 
a golden apple, If you are a Christian, you may uge a cross or a picture of the 
Sacred Heart, If you are an atheist, you may use gome 8symbol of your political ideology 
(which is a religion after all) — perhaps a representation of the American flags 
or copy of the U.S, Constitution, or the black armband you wore in antiwar protests, 

Or a copy of Atlas Shrugged, Directly in front of your altar symbol, place 8ome 

incense, The scent is unimportant, only it should be a scent that puts your mind 
in a mood for going into a state of higher consciousness, Incense cones are very 
popular because they fit into censers nicely, I prefer an incense stick because I 


can wave it around like a wand, In the front and center of the altar, place your | 
vue 67 line, 


to 

In the front right corner, place a bowl of salt and in the front left, a bowl of waGer, 

If you prefer to work magick while wearing magickal robes or in the nude, do 
Bos If you are more confortable doing magick in street clothes, that's all right, 
too, I personally find that it does help tremendously to work in bare feet, at least, 
because it agsists me in drawing power from: the earth, 

Begin the ritual Kh by lighting the candles and turning off electric lights, 
(Your phone 8hould be off the hook, too — you won't want interruptions,)  Using your 
athame (knife) or wand, if you have one, or the tips of your extended fingers, make 
motions in the salt from the center of the bowl to the eastern edge (away fran you), 
then to the s8outhern, then the westerm, then the northern, Make thege motions Three 
times, As you do 80, visualize all sorts of impurities and nasty vibrations (like 
anger or other unpleasant emotions) fleeing the bowl of ealt, Say, "I purify this 
earth, casting out all evil influences that may lie within,” The following diagram 
outlines the purification motions: 


| 
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Repeat this with the bowl of water, Then mix a few pinches of salt with the 
water, What you now have is a mixture of &B& two basic elements in Western mnystical 
gystems, Take the bow] in your left hand and with your right esprinkle a few drops 
on your head, while visualizing impurities and nagty vibrations fleeing your body. 
Say, With this earth and with this water, I purify myself that IT may do my work without 
evil and unworthy thoughts and influences," 

Then walk clockwise around the altar, sprinkling it and visualizing the evil 
influences departing from the room, Say, &X "With this water and with this earth, 

I purify this place, casting forth all evil influences that may lie within," 

Next, light th> incenge, Here are the other two elements — air and fire, 
Take the. incense to the dast side of the altar and face east, With the censer or the 
incensge s8stick, make a gesture known as A&A an "earth banishing pentagram" in the 
air, It goes like this: 


SIT v 
END MR 


The pentagram is a very important gymbol in Western magick, It is normally 
Been inscribed in a circle, When asked what it means, I ugually tell people that it 
represents the divinity (star) of the Universe (circle — 8ee Einstein's general theory 
of relativity for why the circle is a good symbol)., There are many other meanings. 
Some 8ee five basic elements of the Universe in the points — earth, air, fire, mad 
water and 8pirit, Others see it as a symbol of humanity — two arms, two legs and a 
head, There is a banishing pentagram and an invoking pentagram for each of the five 
elements, starting from a different point on the star for each and moving in opposite 
directions for BAaRia banishing and invoking, Many Wiccan or cabalistic rituals use 
a complex 8eries of pentagrams for various purposes, During the first half of this 
ritual, I am limiting myself to the earth banishing pentagram for two reagons, lo It 
gimplifies things tremendously, especially if you!re not used to doing rituals, 2. 


Rs, | 
The whole point of this ritual is to banieh the reality you are currently living 
in — thus, banishing the "earth" — and replacing it with the reality in your 
future outline, 

As you make your pentagram, visualize evil influences departhng the Iincense, 
and 8ay, "I purify &RAR5 this air and this fire, casting forth all evil influences 
that may lie within," By doing the pentagram as close to your body as you cans 
you are also performing further purification on yourself, Then walk around the 
altar clockwise,mmii waving the incense over the altar, and say, "I purify this 
place with this air and with this fire, casting forth all evil influences that 
may lie within," 

Return to the east side of the altar, Face outwards, Raſise your knife, wand 
or outstretched hand into the air above your head, Feel yourself as part of an 
electrical circuit, energy courstng from gky to earth down on side of your body, 
energy flowing from earth to s8ky up the other s8ide, Now quickly bring your arm 
down, visuvalizing yourself drawing down 8ome of that energy t6 ignite on a espot 
of the floor in front of you, With arm in front of you as though you are tracing 
a circle on the ground, walk clockwise around the altar as aay, "I conjure theey, 
Oh Circle of Power, that thou may be as a boundary between the world of mortals 
without and the world of spirit within, a guardian and a protection for thoge who 
would do work within, Therefore, do I bless and congecrate thee," As you walk, 
imagine some gort of barrier going up, curtaining your circle off from the outside 
world, Some pergons prefer to visuallze a circle of fire; others 8ee a sort of 
curtain of white light, | 

There are two purposes for casgting a circle, The first is to get you apart 
from mundane reality, The Wiccans are fond of saying, "This is a place that is 
not a place, a time That is not a time," The other is that during the ritual you 
are opening yourself up psychically, and you want some kind of barrier to keep 
out nasty vibrations and unpleasant stuff, &k because your psyche is quite vulnerable 
to that s8ort of thing, especially with your aura open, (Kirlian aura, that is, 
and most s8cientists accept that the aura really does exist,) I once thade the 
mistake of opening my aura all the way at a science fiction convention, and my 
psyche was inmediately assaulted by all thege fugghead vibrations, It took me 
about a week to recover psychologicallys 

Now that you have your circle up, you are ready to open your aura, There are 
many techniques for doing this, I prefer one taken from ceremonial magick called 
the Cabalistic Crosgs, Those of you who are ex-Catholics will smile as you read 
this — the Catholics use a degenerate version of this in their rituals, 

Stand facing east, Take gome long, s low, deep breaths, as deeply as you can 
breathe, Trying to breathe in a long, slow rhythm and keep the rhythm up through 
the entire Cabalistic Cross, . Place your first two fingers of your right hand on 
your forhead between the eyes, This is a chakra, or energy center, called The 
Third Eye by many occultists, Feel it expand as you chant on an exhale, &ARHE 
WATER," 

Place your fingers on your golar plexus, another energy center, Chant "MAIKUTH," 

Place your fingers on your right shoulder, Chant "VEGEBURAH, " 

Place your fingers on your left shoulder, Chant "VEGEDULAH, * 

Now cross your hands across your chest in the fashion corpses traditionally 
lay in a coffin, (This is known as the "Osiris rising" position in eane traditions, ) 
Chant "LEOLAM,”" As you do 80, slowly move your arms outward, expanding them until 
fully outstretched, Feel your aura expand outward to fill the entire circle, 
Remaining with arms outstretched, chant "AMEN, " 

Doing this in a coven 1s a marvelous experience, The next step is to call 
down the "quarters," the forces associated with geographical directions, This is 
done partly for protection, partly to have the forces there to work with If you 
need them, and in this ritual, to further s8et you apart from the mundane reality 
you have been s tuck with all your life, 

At the east end of the altar, face east, Raige your right arm outward, holding 
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your knife, 'wand or outstretched fingers, Vigualilze air — perhaps fleecy clouds 
floating through a bright, blue 8ky, Say, "Lords of the watchtower of Ihe east, 
I invoke you && and call upon you to attend this rite and guard this circle, Bring 
with you the power of wisdom and understanding that T may know the work that I 
would do,” Draw an earth banishing pentagram and then use a thrust of your arm 
to "pierce" it, ; 

Go to the south end of the altar and face gouth, Raising your arm, visualilze 
fire, Say, "Lords of the watchtower of the gouth, I invoke you and call upon you 


to attend this rite and guard this circle, Bring with you the power of will, the 
drive needed to accomplish the work I would do," Draw an earth bansihing pentagram 


and pierce it, 

At the west end of the altar, raise your arm and: visualize flowing water, Say, 
"Lords of the watchtower of the west, I invoke you and call upon you to attend 
this rite and guard this circle, Bring with you the power of human emotions, to 
wash through my spirit with gentle love, 80 IT may do my work with love," Draw an 
earth banishing pentagram and . pierce it, 

At the north end of the altar, raise your arm and visualize green things growing 
lushly from the earth, Say, "Lords of the watchtower of the north, I invoke you 
and call upon you to attend this rite and guard this circle, Bring with you the 
power of life, the energy contained in its spiralked word, for I work for the 
Joy and love of life,” Draw an earth banishing pentagram and pierce, 

Now is the time for you to call upon the Deity to enter your circle, The Deity 
you call upon 8|should be your "patron" deity, of course, the one you feel closest 
to, be that Diana, Pan, Hecate, Odin, Isis, or whoever you prefer, This should be 
done in your own words, and as Wilgon and Shea's Indian once said, the words must 
come from the heart, Pers8onally, I call upon Eris, for she is my patron, If you 
are Jewigh, you may call upon Yahweh-Jehovah if you will (Indeed, this ritual 
borrows gome elements from Kabalah, a Jewigh tradition), If you are a Christian, 
you may want to call upon that Deity, too, or upon Jesus Christ, If you are a 
rabid Bible-thumping fundamentalist. , WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU DOING READING THIS? 
DON'T YOU KNCW YOU ARE IMPERILING YOUR IMMORTAL SOUL? BURN THIS APA IMMEDIATELY!!! 
If you are a ratinnal &aAt&h5Ak atheiagt and don'!t believe in deities, you may want 
to call upon your: Higher Self or Inner Spirit or s8omething like that, 

When you do this, and gpeak from the heart, if you do not feel great energies 
gwirling around and through you, I will refund your postage and box tops, Honeat 
and truly, Your main work is ready for doings, 

Wiccans generally do magick in the circle by ""raising a cone of power” and then 
gend Ing the energy thus raiged to wherever it needs to be 8ent to, In this case, 
it doegnfjt have to go far; your Future Outline is lying on the altar, There are 
almost as many ways to raige to raise energy as there are Wiccan covens, One very 
common method, borrowing from Eastern traditions, is to chant "AUM" over and over, 
letting yourself gway back and forth and moving with the power as it builds, Another 
method commonly uged is dancing around the altar until the power you have raiged 
builds to &þ&AK% a peak, Dancing can (perhaps 8hould) be accompanied by chanting 
gomething, a simple gong, Often I will write my om little piece of doggerel to 
chant while dancing, Here's a possibility OY 

What will be is now, 1s here, 


Future, ever drawing nears 
I could probably come up with something better if I wanted to spend more time 


right now, You probably could, too, Another way Wiccans supposedly use to raise 
energy is a ritual called the Great Rite, which culminates in men and women having 
gex in the Circle and energy peaking at the point of orgazm, Modern-day Wiccans 
are gplit on how effective this would be, TI have been in a lot of Circles and have 
yet to gee one degenerate into a Great Rite (unfortunately). Whatefe r technique 
you uge, as you raise energy, viguallze 8cenes from your Future Outline, mich as 
you have been doing for the past month or 80, 

When the energy peaks, you will know it, Trust me, At that point, reach down 
and grab the Future Outline, pouring all that energy you have raised into it, It 
is yours now, This is your future, It is real, It is as though it has already 


Yew 
happened; all that remains is for you to play the part you have written for yourself, 
Now it's time for you to bring the ritual to a cloge, First, again in your own 
words 8spoken from the heart, bid the Deity farewell and be eure to express your 
thanks for what has been done, (Many, perhaps a majority of Wiccans, believe that 
the Deity supplies the energy; others like myself believe that it comes from my 
inner - — Is potentially infinite, It doean't matter — the ritual remains 
the a8ame, | 
Again, face eagt from the east end of the altar, Raigsing your knife, wand or 
outstretched fingers, gay, "Lords of the watchtowers of the east, I thank you for 
atten ding this rite, and If go you mist, I bid you haſl, and farewell,” After the 
word hail, kiss the instrument you are using and move as though flinging the kiss 
in their direction, Yeah, IT know It's extremely hokey to our conscious 20th Century 
American minds, but it works, Next draw an earth invoking pentagrams 
& E ; 
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Repeat with appropriate visualizations in the 8outh, west and north, The idea of 
invoking pentagrams is that. you are now returning to mmndane reality, the NEW mundane 
reality you have created for: yourself, 

Next, close your aura, I would strongly advise against leaving your aura open 
before taking dowmn your circle, because that leaves you quite open to all sorts 
of nasty vibrations that many people around you regularly put out, This is done 
by repeating the Cabalistic Crogs ritual exactly as before, except that with the 
word "LEOLAM,”" begin with your arms outastretched and bring them back into the 
Osiris Riging position, crogsed on your chest, As you perform this ritual, feel 
your psychic aura contracting back into yourself, 

Finally, take dowmn the circle, This is done starting from the east and bringing 
your tool (knife, wand or outstretched fingers) down upon your starting point, This 
time walk counterclockwise and visualize your barrier coming down, Say, "I baniah 
you, Oh Circle of Power, that IT may once more &fbk enter: the world of mortal beings, 
taking with-me the knowledge of those leggons I have learned in the world of the 
8pirit," 

And at the end of every ritual, Wiccans face the altar, raise their athame 
in 8alute, and say, "SO MOTE IT BE!" Tf that feels right to you, do it, 


This ritual ghould be repeated every new moon (and possibly on full moons as 
well) for 80me time, A year ought to be more than esufficient, In the meantime, 
live the Future Outline in full faith, 

The future is yours to create, The astars can be yours, All you have to do is 
ask, But fkirest you have to take the trouble to do 80, | 
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CARTER 'S BANE 


As those of us in this APA know, Dennis Jarog has this paranoia about rabbits, 
He thinks they're watching him , Why the rabbits are watching him is hard to 
figure, 8ince he is a rather quiet, unas8suming guy, with no real observable weirdnesses 
other than a penchant for flying off to the East Coast for occasional Darkover 
cons and an interest in Gnosticism, But he claims that there is a rabbit that 
8its outside of his house on a quiet Niles, Ill,, street and watches his comings 
and gol ngs, 

The paranoia of rabbits mignt not be an entirely unjustified fear, however, 
Look at the 1980 presidential electinn, Ask a pundit (the profession I listed on 
my IRS income tax return, filed under a great deal of noisy protest) what led to 
President Carter#s downfall and you'll get aneswers about things like Iran, the 
economy, lack of 8gtrong leadership, the Nazis for Jegus, that 8ort of thing, 

But I think a good case can be made for Carter's downfall stenning from a 1998 
incident in which &>& our ex-Fuhrer was boating on the Hississippi Hiver (or maybe 
it was Plains), Apparently 80me local bunny took it upon hirself to ewim out to 
the boat and make a direct physical ags8ault upon the Pregident, The Peanut's life 
was 8aved only by deft, but brutal, work on the pert of Carter's ubiquitous Secret 
Service men, The Georgia Mafia did their totalitarian best to eguppress news of the 
incident, but word was goon out and Numero Ung was held up to ridicule in the 
national press, How can you vote for this guy when even members of an illiterate 


xk. Ja 
and vegetarian g8pecies, not noted for its physical courage, are trying to off him? 
Need I remind you of the famous scene in tonty Python and the Holy Grail in 

which King Arthur's party is decimated by a ferocious rabbit? Or of the vicious, 
Teamster-like gtrike by the Bunnies at the Chicago Playboy Club in the 6087 

To live a full life entails rigk, IT think Herodotus said that, Or maybe it 
was Springsteen, With that maxim in mind, I have actually undertaken to live with 
a rabbit, albeit of a different sort, far the next three years or 80, 


Our 8tory begins on Tuesday, Dec, 29, following a bitterly cold Michigan night, 
I came out of my apartment at 7 a.m, to find my car buried underneath three inches 
of new 8now, Hugo, my little red 1975 Nova, had trouble starting, This was not 
too surprising, since the car had 130,000 miles on it, most of them put on by me, 
Trying to get the engine to turn over, T1 flooded 1t and ran down the battery, 

This was rather irksome because I had done exactly the 8ame thing two days before 
at South Bend Airport, where my car had been parked for a few days while I took 
a trip to Cleveland for the holidays, (Must be a ma: ochistic g8treak or something, ) 

I called City Editor Jim Shanahan and told him I'd be in late for work, None 
of the neighbors had jumper cables for the battery, and neither did I, So I eventually 
had to fork over &85 $15 to Mike's Marathon to send their truck out for a jump. 

After a mTretty normal day at work, IT headed home for s8ome catch-up work on 
my letter-writing prior to taking off Wednesday night for Ishercon, For those 
of you who haven't hesrd of it, Ishercon is named for the House of Is8her, a mal 
company named in A, E, Van Vogt's honor that produces those s8illy $35 plastic ray 
guns that flash colored lignts at you at sf, camventions, TIsher Enterprises is 
Tun by Tullio Proni and Renee Sieber who have a lovely old house in a historic 
district of Kalamazoo, They are als0 leading lights in a subfandom knowmn as General 
Technics who like to make electronic gadgets, read Niven and rewire hotel elevat rs, 
Every year, in return for the joy and friendship they Teceive through General 
Technics, Tullio and Renee hold a major New Year's bash at their place, Most of 
General Technics and Chiacago fandom 8hows up, I do, too, since I'm a friend of 
thairs and live only 45 miles from Kalamazoo, This year they had scheduled five 
glorious days of riot and debauchery, 8inceNew Year's Eve fell on a Wednesday, 
Traditionally T1 lend my kitchen 8kills to the event anduthis year my contributions 
were scheduled for early in the party, Wednesday night T1 was scheduled to whip up 
a batch of my Adam Weishauptss Egg Nog, which has been knowmm to bring strong men 
to their knees, prior to passing out with their arms wrapped around a toilet, 
Thursday I was scheduled to whip up a double batch of Ed Zed's West Tay=hoss Style 
Kamikaze Death Chili (new and improved version), 

About halfway home Hugo's engine made a noise that can only be described as 
an airy fart and suddenly it 8eemed considerably more difficult to make the car 
go forward, or anywhere else, At home in the Briarwood Apartments parking lot, 

I looked under the hood, The engine was covered with slimy oil, not a good sign 

at all, and strangely enough, the dipstick was missing, To this day I can't figure 
out how one would lose the gipstick out of one's car engine without someone stealing 
it, and I can't imagine why anyone would go around stealing dipsticks, (Perhaps 
8ome Kind of weird anal fetishist,) That night I coaxed it over to Carl Hamel's 
house on Nickers8on Averme, Hamel works on cars as a hobby, but he wasn't hone, 

I coaxed Hugo home, 

The next morning the damned thing wouldn't even start, IT called Jim and a8ked 
if he could gpare gameone to come out and pick me up, Jim was understandably piegssed, 
but he s8ent out fellow reporter Steve Pepple to pick me up, Pepple was pissed off 
about that, too, but then Peppel &&& tends bo be pissed off about everything amcerning 
his jobs | 

Jim 8aid I could take part of the afternoon off to get the car into a garage 
gBomewhere, but after 10 a.m, the ultimatum came down from on Mk high, Get a working 
car or get another Job, Reporters need transportation that works to do their jobs, 


after all, F 


At noon IT hitched a ride home and 8gomehow got the car started, T1 drove it around 
the BWock to Goldblatt's Tire & Auto Center, whose mechanics had done good and 
relatively inexpensive work for me before, T1 left the car there and hitched back 
to The Herald-Palladium, 

Goldblatt's called at about 2:30, 

"Your dippick is migsing,” the mechanic said, 

I degperately wanted a cream pie and an Enterprise-model transporter, 

"You've also got a blown head gas8ket,” he eaid, 

That seemed like a straightforward enough pboblem, 1 "Well, then, fimz it," 

I 8aid, 

"But we don't do engine work here," he replied, 

Blown head gaskets are certainly not the most uncommon nor the most difficult- 
to=fix maladies a car can have, And it's not as though the Chevrolet 6=cylinder 
I-block engine were 80me whird, experimental engine devised by Dean Ing, But it's 
awfully hard to convince gBomeone who is convinced that he's incompetent, IT told 
him to push the car out into the parking lot and T'11 find e8gomewhere else to &o 
the Job, Goldblatt's was good enough not to charge me anything, 

After calls to Firestone, J, C, Penney's, Sears and Sam's Shell Service, 1 
was beginning to wonder whether there was anyone in this metropolitan area of 
50, 000 who had even heard of Chevrolet, Finally, after about half an hour of 
calling around, I found that Automotive Hectric in downtown Benton Harbor would 
do the job, But they wouldn't get to it until Friday because today was a half-day 
for the workers and Thursday is a holiday, IT didn'!t have much choice, 

Nex I went back into the business office to talk to comptroller Steve Banyone, 

"T hear circulation is up quite a bit in the farm areas..." I began, 

By the time I was done I had B8teve talked into use of the company's black 1980 
Plymouth Horizon for the holiday and, yes, I could take it to Kalamazoo for Ishercon, 
I wasn't entirely pleased with the idea — after all the nasty things IT was saying 
about Chrysler in print in various places, it was kind of embarras8sing to be driving 
one, However, it didn't bother me too much, becausge it had a working FM radio. 
Traffic on. U,S., 33 is a lot easſer to take with rock mrugic rattling the rear window, 

I got off at 4 p.m, and drove over to Fairplain Plaza, The Nova was s8itting 
outside waiting. Somehow I got the engine s8tarted amd it coughed and wheezed and 
Eat farted its way the three miles to Automotive Electric on Colfax Avenue without 


At noon IT hitched a ride home and 8omehow got the car started, T1 drove it around 
the Bock to Goldblatt's Tire & Auto Center, whose mechanics had done good and 
' relatively inexpensive work for me before, TI left the car there and hitched back 
to The Herald-Palladium, 

Goldblatt's called at about 2:30, 

_ Nour dipbick is migsing,” the mechanic said, 

I desperately wanted a cream pie and an Enterprise-model transporter, 

"You've also got a blown head gagket,” he eaid. 

That s8eemed like a straightforward enough pboblem, 1 "Well, then, fimz it," 

I 8aid, 

"But we don't do engine work here," he replied, 

Blown head gaskets are certainly not the most uncommon nor the most difficult- 
to=fix maladies a car can have, And it's not as though the Chevrolet 6=cylinder 
I-block engine were gome whird, experimental engine devised by Dean Ing, But it's 
awfully hard to convince gBomeone who is convinced that he's incompetent, I told 
him to push the car out into the parking lot and IT'11 find gomewhere else to do 
the Job, Goldblatt's was good enough not to charge me anything. 

After calls to Firestone, J, C. Penney's, Sears and Sam's Shell Service, 1 
was beginning to wonder whether there was anyone in this metropolitan area of 
50, 000 who had even heard of Chevrolet, Finally, after about half an hour of 
calling around, I found that Automotive Hectric in downtown Benton Harbor would 
do the job, But they wouldn't get to it until Friday because today was a half-day 
for the workers and Thursday is a holiday, IT didn't have much choice, 

Nex I went back into the business office to talk to comptroller Steve Banyons, 

"T hear circulation is up quite a bit in the farm areas..." I began. 

By the time I was done T1 had Steve talked into use of the company's black 1980 
Plymouth Horizon for the holiday and, yes, I could take it to Kalamazoo for Is8hercon, 
I wasn't entirely pleased with the idea — after all the nasty things IT was saying 
about Chrysler in print in various places, it was kind of embarrassing to be driving 
one, However, it didn't bother me too mich, becauge it had a working FM radio, 
Traffic on. U,S. 33 is a lot easſer to take with rock migic rattling the rear window, 

I got off at 4 Pome, and drove over to Fairplain Plaza, The Nova was sitting 
outside waiting, Somehow I got the engine etarted amd it coughed and wheezed and. 
 Eabih farted its way the three miles to Automotive Electric on Colfax Avenue without 


fs 
exploding into flames even once, 

After turning the keys over to the mechanic there, I pondered how to get back 
to Fairplain Plaza, No one*'could be s8pared fram the $bp for a ride, And it was 
already dusk, so it wouldn't be too smart to walk, You s8ee, Benton Harbor is an 
18, 000-population black ghetto, How it got to be that way I don't know, I suspect 
that 10 city blocks of the meanest, s8marmiest, 8hitkickingest neighborhood of 
Chicago's South Side detached itself from the rest of the city, floated across 
Lake Michigan and landed in the middle of s8ome fruit orchards, 

I decided I didn't want to pay cab fare, 80 TI dialed for Dial-A-Ride, Dial-A- 
Ride is a heavily subsidized door-to-door bus system 8erving Benton Harbor and. 
Bentor. Township, It costs 75 cents a ride, and its ridership is almost entirely 
black, If they live in Benton Harbor, chances are they aze 8helling out $3350 a 
month for a rat-infested, heal th=-endangering public housing apartment (give the 
governnent a monopoly on anything, and that's the 8ort of result you can expect) 
and can't afford any other 8ort of transport, In contrast, 1 pay about $165 a 
month for a lovely, one-bedroom apartment in a guburb with nice thick walls and a 
parking lot which is usuvally plowed before vDeople start going to work in the morning. 

1 waited out in front of Automotive Electric and presently a big red van witn 
the Dial-A-Ride logo on its side pulled up, I probably looked a signht carrying a 
huge, red sleeping bag I'd retrieved from Hugo's trunk, 

Tay yo gon', whitey7" the driver as8ked, 

"Tairplain Plaza," I replied, 

"Vell, gitch yo ass in heah," he said, 

I took a seat and we were off, The driver imnnediately detoured down a 81de 
gtreet to pick up another couple of riders, When he got to the address, he double 
parked and proceeded to lean on the horn for about three 8s01id minutes, until just 
about every house light on the block was shining forth, Finally, a couple of 
Chicano types emerged from the frant door, Neither one of them spoke a word of 
zmnglish, 8 it took a few minutes for the driver to figure out that they wanted 
to bo to Eriarwood Apartments, an address in a building rignt aext to the one where 
T live, An exercise in frustration, this» The Dial=-A-Ride bus bumped and rattled 
its way along a route that took it down the most obscure back streets in town, 
Benton Harbor plows its streets about as well as the south s1ide of Chicago, which 
is to say, not at all, Shows what massive amounts of federal aid will do for you, 

Finally the driver deposited me at Goldblatt's Tire & Auto Center, IT picked up 
the Horizon and sped off down I-94 to Kalamazoo, It drove surprisingly well for 
a Chrysler, even if the second gear did sound like a Cuisinart, 

I8hercon was a nice break from car woes, The C egg nog Vedneaday nignt went 
over quite well, disappearing rapidly (and it wasn't me drinking it all). The 
Techies went through their annual ritual of singing "Benson, Arizona" along with 
a video tape of the movie that made it the Techie National Anthem, IT fell asleep 
in a quiet corner of the haboratory, staring at electronics parts, The following 
day I spent either lounging around or cooking Kamikaze Death Chili, T received 
compliments on it, at least from thoge with cast iron mouths, Thursday evening 
I bid adieu to the gang, promising to be back the following nignt, and headed 
home through a 8tandard-issue Michigan s8nowstorm, 

Friday morning found me pretty well 8stuck in the newsroom, During the day the 
black Horizon is pretty much rezerved for the women in the dispatch department to 
go out and make collections from the newspaper's network of vendors, The mechanics 
from Automotive Hectric had preamised me to get on the car the first thing in the 
morning, 80 1 called over there at about 10230, 

"Why don't you go over to Square Deal Gif Auto Salvage and see if you can pick 
up & 8Bix=cylinder engine,” the mechanic said, 

Tm, can't you fix it?" I agked, 

Tell, there's this big holed in the number one piston, Zero compression. 
Absolutely zeros," 

Innediately the pieces of the puzzle fell into place, Some wild-eyedlmember 
of the Moral Majority, crazed on bathtub gin and Jegus, had esecretely crept into 


- = 
the Briarwood Apartments parking lot in the dead of night, opened the hood of my 
car, placed a 8ilencer=-equipped 357 Magnum against the head gasket near the number 
one cylinder, fired once, and then taken the dipstick 80 as to mislead half the 
mechanics in the Twin Cities, Yep. 

On the e8urface of it, I s8still didn't have too much of a &@&4& problem, My cash 
flow is as awful as that of most sci-fi types and I didn't have a great deal of 
money in the checking account at the moment, But I'm good at making monthly payments 
and the FBI hasn't gotb&en around to fukking up y credit rating as of yet, which 
is currently comparable to Nissan's on an individual level, (That means a lot of 
folks would like to put me in their debt.) IT could hop down to Beneficial Finance, 
at least as goon as the girls from dispatch got back, pick up an easy $3=-400 and 
be back in business by Monday, 

Except it wasn't quite 80 s imple, Maybe it's all that bourgeois imperialist 
kapitalist pig upbringing, but after a while a guy gets tired of going through 
life with little more to his name than the 8kin he was born with, Hot that T was 

_ about to run out and pick up 200 money=-sucking acres of rolling sandy loam and a 
! 150=head herd that moos loudly enough to wake the neighbors and the dead until 
their twice-daily milking is finished, I'm not that magochiseic, But 8omehow 

a faded maroon 1975 Nova with 130,000 mikbes on the odometer that's still worth 
maybe $200 even with a new engine didn't make it, It had seen its last miles 
tooling through Benton Harbor's meanest ghetto, I wasn't gad, Hugo had lived 
a full 1ife and s8een a goodly portion of theee Yoonited States, And a few gooey 
back s8eat trysts as well, | 

It was time for another car, 

This rresented 8o0me problems, The biggest one was making a down payment, 

As I've 8aid before, my cash flow tends towards the faanish, And the demise of 
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the Briarwood Apartments parking lot in the dead of night, opened the hood of my 
Car, placed a 8ilencer=equipped 357 Magnum against the head gasket near the number 
one cylinder, fired once, and then taken the dipstick 80 as to mislead half the 
mechanics in the Twin Cities, YePs 

On the e8urface of it, I 8still didn't have too much of a &&4Þ problem, My cash 
flow is as awful as that of most sci-fi types and I didn't have a great deal of 
money in the checking account at the moment, But I'm good at making monthly payments 
and the FBI hasn't got&en around to fukking up Iy credit rating as of yet, which 
is currently comparable to Nissan's on an individual level, (That means a lot of 
folks would like to put me in their debt.) IT could hop dom to Beneficial Finance, 
at least as goon as the girls from dispatch got back, pick up an easy $3=-400 and 
be back in business by Monday, 

Except it wasn't quite 80 s imple, Maybe it's all that bourgeois imperialist 
capitalist pig upbringing, but after a while a guy gets tired of going through 
life with little more to his name than the 8kin he was born with, Mot that IT was 
about to run out and pick up 200 money=sucking acres of rolling sandy loam and a 
150=head herd that moos loudly enough to wake the neighbors and the dead until 
their twice-daily milking is finished, I'm not that masochis6ic, But 8omehow 
a faded maroon 1975 Nova with 130,000 mikbes on the odometer khat's still worth 
maybe $200 even with a new engine didn't make it, It had seen its last miles 
tooling through Benton Harbor's meanest ghetto, IT wasn't eaad, Hugo had lived 
a full life and geen a goodly portion of theege Yoonited States, And a few gooey 
back seat trysts as well, 

It was time for another car, 
| This presented 80me problems, The biggest one was making a down payment, 
As I've 8aid before, my cash flow tends Sowards the faanish, And the demise of 
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of the Nova came rather suddenly and caught me unjrepared, Certainly I didn't have 
enough for a down payment on a 1981 car, In fact, T1 didn't have enough for a 
down payment on anything on the quality 8ide of "Dependable transportation, $200 
at Honest Al's Used Cars, Clean," 

That meant doing enough work to make sure that I came out of this alive, 
Clearly a used car with a surreptitious graphite treatment on the piston rihes 
would mean bankruptcy within approximately 4 weeks, and possibly the edifying experience 
of participatory jJournalism at the Michigan Depart ment of Social Services. 

My mind was quickly made up, I instructed Automotive Slectric to wheel Hugo 
back out intc the parking lot to await sale, 

F"You'd better get rid of that thing in a hurry," the mechanic s8aid, "That's 
the city's parking lot and they plow it several times a week," 

The message was not lost on me, The employees of the CLAY of Benton Harbor 
have a certain taste for cheap Scotch, 

Next I called Square Deal Auto Parts out on Territorial Road near the airport 
and let them know I1 had a car for sale with a bum engine but "lotsa new parts," 

They were definitely interested, but couldn't get anyone out before Saturdg, morning. 
That was fine with me, I had other things to do, 

The first was to: hop into the Horizon and drive through the eternal Michigan 
8gnowstorm to the main office of Intercity Bank in Benton Harbor to see if IT could 
pick up a general $3,000 loan without down payment, The loan officer listened to 
my plight with big, sympathetic eyes, noting that my job and ability to make his 
bank any money depended entirely upon my GOTLING Some wheels, And when it was all 
done, he said, "I'm gorry, but we simply can't make you a loan without at least a 
20 percent Lowe all ynent, Sometimes we can stretch that rule {f You Vaood 1 1f1ef) 
ln LI rd 1 Tl Zhi, but we can't break it," 
= In other words, eat foog stamps, scumsucking deadbeat! 

The real pisser is that in a free market economy, credit would be AA& one hell 
of a lot easier to come by without laws like the one in Michigan limiting interest 
Tates to 16S percent on car loans, With interest rates rising to the market level 
through the laws of supply and demand, credit would be available without ridiculous 
conditions, And s8ince in a real free market economy, you wouldn't have a Federal 
Reserve Board fukking with the m money 8upply to get us all used to the Age of-Diminishing 
Expectations, you sure as hell wouldn't have a 20% prime rate, I've always maintaire d 
that the eventual goal of the U,S., government is to get the entire population either 
working for the government or on welfare, People are less likely to rock the aakt&i 
boat if it means starvation, 

I was down, but definitely not out, IT had another idea and a pretty good relationshin 
with Beneficial Finance over in Benton Square Shopping Mall, IT twbled over there 
and had a chat with a loan officer there, I told him that IT needed the $500 for 
urgent car repair bills, (This was not entirely untrue, I owed $60 to Automotive 
Electric for labor cos8ts, even though my checking account could easily cover that, ) 
The officer was gure he'd have the loan ready and approved before the day was out, 

Next to car shopping, My first atop was Gates Chevrolet on Britain Avenue, 

My last two cars had been 1lGeneral Motors make, and they'd been pretty good while 
they lasted, The uged car 8alesman was nicely enthusias8tic, The first thing he 
Bhowed me was a 1978 AMC Concord for $4,500, IT wasn't aware AMC made anything worth 
$4,500, even new, Next he Bhowed me a bright little Chevy Vega, 1977, with about 
38,000 on the ddometer, Asking price — $2,200, It looked very tempting, 1 looked 
it over with a great deal of care and listened to the 4 cylinder engine Tun, It 

was noisy, but 4-cylinder engines are by genetic makeup, I agked to take it around 
the block, | 

The gears 8eemed a bit rough, but IT realized it could be that IT wasn't that used 
to standard transmission, But the trip around the block gave me a bit of tine 
to think, Vegas had never had the greatest of ak track records, and $2,200 is 
&d& damned cheap for a 1977 subcompact with gasoline at $1.30 a gallon, IT concluded 
that s8amething had to be very 8eriously wrong with it, I took the car back to 
Gates and told the salesman IT would think about it. 
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One thing I had decided, though, I definitely wanted a standard transmission. 
Not only is it easier on gas and better handling on ice and 8now (important in 
Michigan where winter lasts for 6 months), but I could pretend I'm A, J, Foyt 
on my way to work, 

The next 8stop was Roti's Chrysler on Main Street, 1 know I;ve 8aid all those 
bad things about Chrysler 8ince they took that government loan, but 1 figured that 
if they wwee as hard up for business as the A880ciated Press had reported, they'd 
be in the mood to deal, 

The salesman at Roti's showed me a couple of old-style Chryslers, the size of 
which Texans used to brag about, Then he 8howed me this pretty little blue 1976 
VW Rabbit, with but 52,000 on the odometer and nary a markÞ on its body. 

"How Much 1s this?" T1 asked, 

"$3, 100, once you count the tax and title," the salesman s8aid, His badge && 
Said "Ron Farrell — have a nice day," | 

"Well, it's been around a few years, Maybe, uh, $2,800?" 

"Not a penny under $3,100," he said, No wonder Chrysler was up Shit Creek 
paddleless, 

MAY 00 en atart it up," I -2aid; 

He gave it the old college try, Try as he might, the starter wouldn't even 
-5 > 5.1 off 

"This thing has been sitting out in the cold for a week," Ron said, IT waasn't 
impressed, I told him I'd think about it — Rabbits had a good reputation and 
33, 100 really wasn't all that unreasonable a price. 

After that I went out to a Toyota dealer and looked at the $3,800 Toyota from 
1978 which looked very good until IT checked out the undercarriage — the previous 
owner hadn't bothered with rustproofing, and by February a Michigan road has more 
salt than a Pringle's potato chip, That was followed by a trip 20 miles 80uth to 
the farm town of Galien where a $3,500 1978 AMC Concord was on 8ale, The mileage 
turned out to be rotten for' a car that 8ize and the radio was strictly AM, TI've 
been rTeading Rolling Stone too many years to put up with Top 40 again. 

It was fatrly late by the time I got home, I did a Tarot s8pread, The final- 
Tesolution=with-n0-action-on-ny-part card was The Fool, TIT was thinking about 
doing another spread on the Reagan administration, but after that first one, 1 
decided not to push my luck and went to bed, 

Saturday dawned cold and Snowy (which in Michigan is like saying the sun rose 
in the east) and I was up with the fnords in the first edition of the New York 
Times, After a cup of raspberry yogurt and a cup of ginseng (and a toast to Werner 
Heisenberg) I headed down to Automotive Electric for a final farewell to the Nova, 
I got there just as the pickup truck from Square Deal was falling up, After 8ome 
talk he offered $150 for the Nova, That was only after I pointed out the new 8now 
tires, Next I went into the glove compartment, GAKK! The title was gone, The 
man from Square Deal 8aid he had to have a title before I could get paid, TI said 
I'd get another one from the Secretary of State's office Monday, and prevailed 
upon him to take the car away before the Benton Harbor Department of Public Works 
ran ito it, Then I emptied the car of all valuables, including a secret stash 
of "stay awake" substances which would be frowned upon by the authorities, 

I dropped the junk off at home, then headed across the S4, Joseph River to The 
Herald=-Palladium offices, The Saturday morning 8taff was in, amciously awaiting the 
return of their Plymouth, but I 8still had to wait until after deadline to get a 
ride back into tom, In the meantime I had some deciddng to do, 

I pretty mach decided to go bagk and take a 8econd look at the Rabbit, It was 
entirely possible that it was having trouble 8tarting from e8itting out in the cold 
idee for a week, But Rabbits are traditionally good cars, and besides, it gave me 
a good feeling in & perverse way to be buying a car of the furrin' competition from 
a Chrysler dealer, 

Time out for an exceppt from the latest National Lampoon? 

S1rs:! 
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Hi, Mary llen Pinkham here, with more helpful hints around the houge, Want 


to help Detroit? Just take four kid's loose-leafthole puncher — you know, the 
kind you buy in the 8upermarke& — and do a mmber on the brake fluid in your neighbor's 


Datsun 210 before he goes to work in the morning. That way it!11l leak out real glow 
Just before he reaches the highway, Then if you're lucky, the whole gang can - 
watch them cutting him out with blowtorches on the mix o'clock news, Back to you, 
Sandy , 

&d&h& Second hour, 

"Good Morning, S$88$$889 America" 

After deadline, IT had Rick Ast, our intrepid Benton Harbor reporter, drive me 
down to Roti Motors for a 8econd look at the Rabbit, Ron started it up and it 
purzTed like a kitten, I a8ked if I could take it out for a test drive, He 8aid 
gure, 1 imnediately test drove it over to Goodyear Tire & Auto Center across the 
8treet, laid $12 on the counter and asked them to give the car a thorough once 
OVETe. 

After about an hour, the mechanic called me to the 8ervice deak, He informed 
me that the air conditioner needed freon and the shocks ought to be looked at in 
about 6 months or 80, Other than that, there wasn't a thing wrong with the car, 

If you ever have car problems in Benton Harobr, Ho not under any circumstances 
go to Goodyear Tire & Auto Center, 

I went back across the 8treet and told Ron that I wanted the car, He was more 
than happy to oblige, If Chrysler went under, it's his ass, too, He had & long 
Btack of forms for me to fill out, including the loan application, When everything 
was filled out to completion, IT asked for the keys. 

SOTTY, Ron gaid, No can do until the loan goes through and today's Saturday, 
This rather pissed me off, and IT told him that if I didn't have a car for work 
Monday, it would be my job, dropping a few hints about my Sicilian brother, Finally, 
Ron 8aid he could get me a discount rate at National Car Rental next door, I agreed, 

The 8now felt like acid on my face as IT trudged through a foot and a half of 
aha it across the Roti parking lot and Riverview Drive to National Car Rental, 
Probably had its pH lowered gomewhere over the Gary, Indiana, emokestgqks, AL 
National I asked the attendant what the cheapest car they had for rent was, Plymouth 


PE _ 
HBarizon, ehe replied, 
Yes Martha, there really is & Bavarian Illuminati and it really is « conspiracy. 
Thus it was, when IT arrived back at Ishercon That afternoon, everyone kept 
agking me why I had bought & Plymouth after all the nasty things 1 esaid about 


Chrysler when they took that government loan, 
That's really not fair to Iagheroon, It was & lot of fun, It was interesting 


to watch an uncut versiſon of Flesh Gogdon movie dAdbbiibi Hitt on the video, 

Just about a week before I had geen the nev Flaszh Gordon s8starring Max Von Sydow 

as Wit Ming the Biffdrfffd Merciless, Much as I like Max, I have to ay Alf that 
Flegh IS THE better movie, I never thought I'd aay that about an X-rated parody, 

but it's true, On Sunday followed the traditiom al General Technics ritual of 
inhaling helium balloons and singing "Beneson, Arizona,* There is nothing ao depraved 
and irregs8ponsible as & man in the depths of a helium binge, 

Monday T1 informed managing editor Bert Lindenfeld that I'd gotten another car, 

I never aaw a man look a0 relieved in my life, 

At moon IT took the Plymouth back to National, m t the bill on the VISA oard 
ad3& and popped over to Roti's, Ron had ons more gquestion for me before the zaale 
was finalized, "Could you put another $200 down? The bank won't make the loan 
otherwise,* IT oheoked the checkbook, It would put my checking account within & 
hair's breadth of turning into rubber, but I oould do it, I oonsoled myBelf with the 
ALSS&& thought of lower monthly payments. 

The deal was oonoluded with my agreeing to pey $120 a month for 2 years, 

Not bad, I thought, Even 1 could handle that, And I hopped into my new Rabbit 
and. hippity—hopped out onto Main Street. 

Not having time for much elze, IT went over to McThingie's for lunch in 5St, 
£444 Joseph, On the way, 1 named the car "Werner" after my patron aaint, That 
zeemed appropriate, aince it was built in Ifffliffidf/ Cermany, It drove very nicely 
down U,S, 33 and the FM radio threatened to blow out the rear window in « mnost 
boogleful manner, After parking at the Sign of the Yellow Bunny Rabbit Ears, 1 
noticed that the door on the driver's side would not l@eok, I also noted that the 
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Al next s8top was Chuck's Movil station around the corner feom The Herald- 
Phlladium, It took nine gallems, Funny little gas tank, T thought, Werner's 
probably got a muffler in the glove compartment, too, I started the engine, The 
fuel gauge ahowed empty, Another little mark went into my notebook, 

While most of the newagroom etaff was out in the parking lot admiring Werner, 
I was inside on the phone to Ron, I was off Tuesday afternoon 8 he 8et up an 
appointment for. me to bring it in for Tepairs, Free of charge, of DOUTBEs Damn 
well better gk 

REAL 20 fab hd 3+ Ianchtime Tuesday and I face an unpleasant 
task, eine wa ts wtate cis puts me into a bad mood, and this day was 
no exception, Fortunately, the Michigan Department of State, responding to & great 
deal of public ill will (and the defeat of & etatewide tex increase in the legislature) 
had 8streamlined driver's l1{icense renewal process, eliminating many of the long 
lines, That still didn't make the gall any legs bitter, 

The first order of business was to renew the driver's license, which had expired 
about a month before, First the lady behind the counter (what's a nice looking 


woman like doing working for & 8shady fly=by-night operation like The state 
government? ) had me look into a pair of binoculars and read the letters on line 
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"ET-Ai-0-I-N-S-H-R-D-I," I aid, 

"Very good," ahe replied, handing me the written test required at all driver's 
l1icense renewals, I gat down and answered a bunch of questions like "What do you 
do when the 1ight Sftat turns red?” 4, Gore the matador, B, Open to the centerfold 
and jerk off, Co, Stop, D., All of the above, I took the test back up to the aa 
counter and, whaddayaknow, I got all of the questions right, (IT had always wondered 
why all of the woret agaholes on the road eeemed to flock to Michigan,) Next I 


— 
had to place my foes on a line in fron: of AMA a red 8creen, 

"In{ile," ashe Bsaid, 
= ®"Srar],"” I replied, *' 

FLASH! At least IT wasn't picking my noae, 

=_— be $6," ahe aaid, The State may be & lot of things, but it's always 
the te, 

Bext was the indignity of getting a new registration for the Rabbit which oost 
another $23 for the year, (They're everywhere! They're everywhere!) "The new 
registration will be in the mail in « couple of days,” ahe aaid, (I 8ti11 haven't 
gotten it.) By this time I needed to get down to Roti's pretty quick and IT didn't 
Teel like waiting around for the State people to do a title s8earch on their computer; 

So the next astop was Roti's, The mechanics got right on the car and IT gettled 
down with zy oopy of The Packer in the waibing area, (The Packer is the weekly 
newspaper which covers the nation's fruit and vegetable industry, with occasſonal 
coverage of that indugtry in other countries as well, Since Southwestern Michigan 
is a major fruit and vegetable producing area, I oonsider it to be pert of my job 
to read that publicatimm,) By 3130 all 12 sections of The Packer were 8sitting 


they vere doing, | 
Out in the abep (Roti's is very lax about enforoing OSHA reguiations, whioh 


1s just as well, eince mat OSHA regulations are utterly atupid), the mechanic was 
bus ily putting the door on the driver's aide back together, He anid that the fuel 
| was easy enough to fir, just a disconnected wire, but it would take about a 
to get the door parts ahipped in from Permeylvania, Nothing Chrysler would 
would fit a Rabbit door, Naturally not, You don't give aid to your enemies, 
If you're Chrysler, you draft taxpayers to fight them for you, ) 
I told him to call me when the parts were in and went home, I wasn't free 
work again until Tiursday afternoon, (In the meantime I was being expecially 
oareful not to oarxy valuable things in the car, eapecially not when in Benton 
Harbor.) Thursday afternoor ” 1rces 27 loins, cocavrec to <icaack wilt. cDicis 
quantities.of Pepto. Bismol, end headed back to the Secretary of 
State's office, 

Now for only $2, I could get a new title for the Nova 
made up and maybe get it in the mail in about a month or 80, 
Surface mail from L=2Singz, Which means by wey of the scenic 
Toute through Duluth an board the good snipF -amund Fitzgerald, 

But as the 8sign on the wall said, for $7 you can get a title 
approved for you the same day, The clerk gave me a long, 
 statist form to fill out in five pastel, bureaucratic colors, 
I Bet to work on it, About halfwey down the form demanded 
the Nova's serial number, Oh 8hit, IT thought, 

((EDITOR!S NOTE: At this point, the writer's Adler Meteor 
electric typewriter: broke down, explaining the larger, less 
ecenonmical typeface, which is being produced with an Adler 
J-5 manual, This situation will be correctihf as quickly as 
pos8ssIible, at -—&$) if the writer's Sicilien brother has anything 
to Bay about it.) 


So next I drove through the fresh 8now out to TeErritoriel 
E Road near the airport to S;uare Deal Auto Farts, There I waited 


=”. _. about half an hour for the proprietor to get back from a 
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= '* "Late lunch and asked to 8see the Nova for the serial number 80 
we could get this deal eoncluded, He took me out back where 
poor Hugo was s8itting, his interior filled with 8now because 
the windshield was missang, ; 
—_. # w*ye had & guy come out who hadda have & new windshield," 
.._ _ ke Baid, We didn't have anything else that would fit, We 
—-* g4an't think you'd mind and you!ll 8still be getting your money," 
| | Iaian!t mind, really, 8ince I couldn't exactly drive 
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the Nova away as it was, JI went b=zck to the Secretary of 
State!s office and waited for the computer to sezrch Tor recores 
Sz my title, The conputer coughed It up and the clerk Iilled 


ant the Treat of the form, That will. be $7 at -aoigs th 
After I handed it over, he added, *You!ll be getting 


your Teplacement title in the mall in about 5 days," 

TOW WAIT ONz GODIJAM MINUT21" IT 8aid, pointing at the 
conspicuous s8sign on the wall, I had quite enough of the State 
and its shenanigans, "on 

Well, yes, 817,” ne 8 Tanmereds "out Since al 1 replacement 
titles are drawmm up in LEASE s you!ll have to go there and 
pay another $7 to claim it today," | 

I had absolutely no intention of driving 120 miles to 
Iansing for arything, Instead 1 aRE&e8kk s&aia derk things 
about the methods Michigan Secretary of State Richard Akustin 
used to get campeiegn contributions from his emfloyees during 
nts LasStT US. een=te. canpeilen, while Tacciderntelly”' letting 
_— pres care tell from my wallet, From his exfrress ion, I 
guspect he went home to a night full of bad dreams, though 
It didn't get me my title any faster, 

By week's end I needet a break, Road testing the Rabbit 
was as good an excuse as any, So far Werner had been getting 
22-25 miles per gallon, which is vetter then the Nove hed 
ever done, but wasn!t a good test of Werner!s potential, since 
I had been doing primarily city driving, This would get me 
out onto the interstate wher= I couid open the throttle and 
gee what this baby could do, So Friday after work, T packed 


my ns and headed for Chicago, 
ow Atlanta far 3rad Lineweaver: did a Noreazcon report 


in walch he decried the. practice in no2thern States of toll 
roads, 8omething which is rare down South, This isn't a universal 
eharacterization, For exampbe, Michigan 1s areletively good 
=_ce Tor lilbertarians to drive in, There. are no toll roads, 
and the only toll bridee entirely within the state is the 
S222, S-mileeLoneg Fackin=ze 3riice thet cornecis th= Urper 
and Lower Peninsulas at the cor.fluence of Lakes liichican and 
Enron, Since the Mackinac Bridge is about a 5 hour drive 
north: of here fn an Arctic wildermess inhnebited only by wolf 
packs, grizzled prospectors and flying reindeer, I have rarely 
had to use it, | 

On the other hand there 1s Illinois, which would confirm 
Brad's prejudices with a vengeance, Not only are most of the 
TED Ez g within a 1OO-mile radius of Chicago toll roads, 
but the tolls are collectdd in the most obnoxious manner possibles 
In most of the states I1 have traveled in, when entering e 
ToTT road, you are given «a little card ay you enter which 
' tells you how much you have to pay at the exit you want to 
get off at, AT the exit is a toll booth where the attendant 
takes your card ard your hard-earned money, If you've loct 
Ke card, you. are billed the toll from the farthest entrance 
from ”—_ exit, If you accept the concept of government road 
tolls (and I donft), then this is trobably the most Teasonable 
way of doing it, | - 

But in Illinois, home of Richard Daley*'s recent experiment 
in an iAmeriecan form of totalitariangsm, things are not done 
rFeagonably, On Illinois toll roads, there is a toll booth 
every 10 miles or 80 where you must 8stop and deposit 30 cents 
befere continuing, You cen imagine what that!s like during 
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rTush nour, NWorse, at exits in between toll booths the toll 
to get aff is pro-rated according to the distence since the 
inet toll booth, Some of these have autoratic toll gates 
which require exact change in order to exit, If you don't 
have the exact change, tough 8shit, You!ſre 8stuck, This tells 
you what the Illinois goverment thinks of its citigens, (You 
can always tell the car of an Illinois driver beceuse There 
will be a: container neer the driver's seat holding spere changes) 

thus, I hag a choice. to make, For one,. I could take the 
Chicago freeway system through town and evoid tolls ir libertarian 
Taghion, But rush hour wes getting underwey, and since my 
intention was To test Werner's mileage cafavility, the start-stop 
tratftic on the Dan ayean and Kernedy exfressweys just dicn!t 
x it, 20 I aecided. to drive up to the far. northern: of 
guburb of Glencoe to drop in or. Robert Shea as my first stop, 
That meant taking the Tri-Stete Tollwey and coping with no 
Tewer than 5 of those obnoxious tolle booths, Still, I was 
In consideradbly more corstant zotion than I would heave been 
arxiving Tthrougen the Citys 

At the Northbrook exit, IT Stopped for gas and to. phone 
Shea, T1'd gotten 35-36 mpg, Thet was quite setisfying., 

I didn't estay long at Our Founder's place, home of Green 
and Pleasant Press, He was busy working on another novel, 
this one 8et in Medeivel urope and dealing with the Knights 
Templar, among other &#&k things, (Shea!s samurai novel will 
[RE eut in Maren;, This 1s a: shameless free plug, And no, 
Shea was not being Taddish, since he vegan the novel long 
before the KdfShogun craze,) Bob was 8uitably impressed with 
Verner, He als0 8aid & he'd try to 8show up at a con being 


held Feb, 20-22 in wvranston -=- Cerricons 
Evanston was, in fact, my next sTtop, to visit Dick Srith 
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as} ww 
—_— V1 je: (Velli, in perticular, is = long-time acquaintance, 
we net six yeers <£o while visiting ingland for 4 months on 
a Kichi..an State University foreign 8tudy progrem,) They 
Key I was coming, but no one was home ec their epertnent 
decceuse both wound us3p working late, Rather than freeze in 
my car in 8ubzero temperatures, I sat for about en hour in 
the loDDy of a nearby hospital reading some issvues of Atlantic 
BRthly, ea zine Tre had to discortinue because of lecKk © 


TIlmne by 


Iick and Vallie 8howed up a bit later and we went off 
With me Terrying them around town Tor verious errands, First 
_—_ ws 2c corccomittee reetlng ior: Canprilcon, Next s top: - 
wes = Rogers Fark restaureint where 1 decided to be oD>noxious 
0 o-cerec = tossed 8alad and terrier while Veal-i fell asleep 
=—th- tile; Dickct:and I decided Taat: it: mlgnht be e: good 

1des to teke V=alli nome Iu OTE gEOlng: OIT to catch the tell 
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—_ Dd : pet 05S zevlizc's, Aizter:80ne_ l1=:te-nizht gmofifin 
T=t>0::; Dick home and 8t=yed. there Tor: the nicht, -Dick- and 
V=11ie were elso guiltably impressed with the nebbit, 

Tne next norning after BOSAKIANY I st=rted on the 20-nile 
= ow to -uwrora to visit iichelle Colsher, In the- ingeitable 
STEPtT=STODP traffic of the LOOP), I noticed that the brakes 
_—_te car were aqualineg a- bit, Hm, I thougt:t, I!'4 better--- 
have aoti's take a look at this before the werranty runs out, 
Then I was or. the Ei8enhower Expfresswey for a streight run 
ouT west to -urore, the route taking me onto enother one of 
"those inrernal toll roads, 

CrosSing Snow=covered corn fields, I was almost orto 
net les exit wher. I:82v;. the Silgn,. Toll --20T cents, Xx=ct 


REAC oy, nada quarter. DAMN! Gbviously I-aid zot 
== The correct change, . I: pulled back: onto the Illinois 
TtZollwzy et tne last mirutey nearly causing Several accidents 
ans cuMSirg Joudly, . the next exit was three miles down the 
Toad with an ettended 530-cent toll booth, 

Ln ERECT ch=anfe nere, anc. dFeezed- thyPotlens: 1 
exxrSled caroumd the looping exlt ramp Py TLIFUring out whet the 

1 


best route would be to loop beck to chelle's apartment on 
the east end of town, applying the brakes for a leisurely 
STOP at the end, AE2xcert that I pushed the brake pedal all 
the way doim to the floorboard and the car wasn!t slowing 


COWNe 0 


(Cminous chord.) 
Fortunetely for my imnediate health, the emergency brake - 


worked, and IT knew enough of meditatiori)l techniques to prevent 
a cardiac =erregt, 1 pulled out onto Illinois -31, Some emergency 
SEE etion:Stowed me -that IT could Still bring: the. cer 
to a stop through a combination of downahifting, emergency 
brakes and telekinesis, In this fashion, I gingerly made my 
way to Michelle's apartment, There was one 8cary moment when 
I hit a red light nalfway up a steep hill, With no brakes 
to nold Werner in place I immediately began to roll backwards 
gtTaight for the car behind me, The emergency brake stopped 
that, but I got out of the car and informed the guy behind 
me 80 he'd get out of the way before the light changed, 

Somehow I got to Michelle's in one piece, It's nice to 
have a friend around right after a clogsge bruah with death, 

At Michellefs I czlled around to just about every place 
1n the Phone book, Trying to get a mechanic in Aurora to take 


=} Zo 
on a brake job on >eturday afternoon is like gofng to a li:ertarian 
convention to get volunteers for the locel Sel- ctiive Service 


Fl 


Board, Finally the guy at 2d'!s Texaco agreed to take a look 
at my brakes, 

I followed Michelle's brown Toyota across the Fox River 
Valley to the station, keeping a suitably wide distence vetween 
us, IT left the Ravdbit with 2d, and we drove back. to her place, 
Michelle was esuitebly uninpressed with Werner, 

Followed two hours oZ interesting corversation erd wetching 
ercnelle pack ancincredible:. amount into a coutle of suitcases, 
WVestern Electric was sending her off to Nei: Jersey for two 
weeks of job=relate®d classes at its trairing center neer 
Frinceton, Her Tflient to Newark was set for Sundey afternocn,s 
t oitftered To give her a ride out, assuming I -coald do $0: without 
Tisking her lifes 

zd's Texaco c=elled to 8xzy TtTh=zt the mastier cylinder was 
gone, They would have fiIxe* it, but the: oniy piece which 
had the right parts was closed about 15 minutes ago, Sorry, 

If you ever have car problems in Aurora, Illinois, do 
not take your car to Ed's Texaco, 

Wwe went back out th the station and I la1d out $8 for _ 
labor, Then back to Michelle's, with me in a rather bad mood, 
I had to be at work Monday morning, as alweys, end IT obviously 
couldn't stay in aurora with Michelle leaying for the Zast 
Coast the next day, Yet Frying to drive back to Benton Herbor, 
a 2-hour Urive unter the very. best of circumtstarces, without 
brakes would be absolutely 8uicidal, 

But then again, 19d done 8so0me pretty 8stupid and dangerous 
things before, And dvesiles, I elveys wented to crash a toll 
booth, 

The 8un was already 8etting and I didn!t relish the idea 
of driving brakeless after dark, 4 call to the weather Bureau 
turned up a oundey weather report of a beautifml, sunny winter 
day, (We all know about the governnent,) Fxtreme times cell 
= ecxrreme mBeaSures, The next call was to Ch:caco Heights, 


THACO ce 


| TH Wk I'VE FouuP 
Yie BRAKES. 


9X, ya 

To tan, high priest of a coven based in the 8s0uth swourDdsas, 
I asked Stan to s|see if he could get coven tEen-ers to Work 
Bome magick to cet me homeelive, He 8e1d 8ure, end advisedc 
me to get a big cen of brake fluid, Stopping every. 50 tiles 
"DOT Bo to refill the brake lines, The last call was to Jim 
Shananan at his hone in Coloma, Michigan, to explain The 
8ituation to him, His immediate reaction was supreme disbelief 
in an unprecendented string of automotive disasters, 3ut 
he 8aid he'd have Steve Pepple out to pick me up Mondey mornings 
Either that or he'd 8end Steve over to the 8heriff!s department 
E_RSRCE up The Tatal accident report, :; Thanks, I gaid, and 
hung uPs 

cle an 1 went out. to a k-haertfs for: some crete fluids 
Spent most ot the rest of the evening Durning eround 
Chicago, TIT was determined to whoop it up, Whoop we did, 
ERQ When we got beck -to her plece, I took out ry altar egquiptent 
The I1tTtHE Ddlue bas thet goes with re wrheneve> I trevel, 
got into my robe and did a quicky:' ritual, asking Diane end 
Odin to protect my ass, Michelle, who haswritten that s8he 
was interemted in leerning ayout that g8ort of stuff, found 
It rather interesting., 

Sunday dewned with clear blue 8kies, surprisingly Just 
like the gummint 82id, (The government, of course, not being 
able to do anything rient, can't even hire incorpetents consistentlys) 
I opened the hood, poured in a whole bunch of brake fluid, 
and then took out my athame =nd perfarmed a banishing/exorcism 
on Werner, NMichelle stood by to exilain this weiracness to 
any neighbors who happened by, 

The entrance Tanr to the. tollway hed only <n-eutometic 
no=-armed bandit demanding 20 cents, end with no pigmobiles 
in evidence, I breezed Tight through, I knew the next toll 
booth at the end of the Illinois Tollway would be trickier 
SEE It 1s manned, 2ut tratiſic was light, Poon I 'saw the 
toll booth ahead with several cleer aisles, So IT floored it | 
RZOtT the car up to -yout 90, It may be a little 8ubco:tpact, 
but those krauts built cars for their autobehns -=- Werner 
can move when he has to,) The attendant probably didn!t even 
_ Tealige what had happened until too late, There were no cops 
around and T1 wasn'!t stopped, TI exited onto the Chicago exfres88way 
8Bystem and it was clear sailing back to Benton Harbor, 1 
decided against stopiing every 50 miles as being nore dangerous 
than pushing through at interstate 8peeds, No more provlems, 

After five years of woreshipping tris, I ought to know 
better, _ 

' Veather is a bit a In- this part:ot the: Midwest,: You 
Bee, there's this thing called lake Michigan, dengling from 
the. - pop end of the St, Lawrence Seaway like a 300-mile=-long 
1imp dingus, That is perhaps not entirely fair, 8ince Lake 
Michigan is very nice to live next to during the gunmmer, It's 


*-—*--..:, - an unfukking bitch in the winter, As in most of the northern 
"5 Temperate Zone, the prevailing winds are out of the west, 


<< to gouthwestern Michigan!s immediate west is a 7TO=-mile=-wide 
1lak —_—__ winds 8weep out of the Great Plains and across 

x; 8, picking up a great deal of moisture in the crossing, 
I weather turns cold, that moisture drops on the eastern 
 Bhore in the form of anow, "Eventually the lake will freeze 
over and the gnow þgtops eXCept for the occasional storm system 
that blows through, But there's an awful lot of water to 
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freeze, and it usvally takes until the end of January to freeze 
gver, Ang until it does, the snow literally does not 8top, 
ever, for a period of ebout 6 weeks during the first pert of 
the winter in 8outhw=2stern Michigan, ; 

Eris knows that a little chaos mekes life interesting, 

The s8now 8tarted Somewhere around thesterton, Indiana, Before 
I hadgotten to Michigan City, visibility was down to 8omewhere 
around the radiator, PZveryonce in a while a truck would roar 
past, turnirg my Surroundings into the proverbiel painting of 
the polar bear teking a milk: bath, Por 8onme 40 minutes or 

go I 8lipped over the threshold of high blood pressure, vpzvery. 
SE in a while I'q' look up Trom the 'wild *lake effect” 82uall 
SSce a pristine Ddlue. SxXy, _ Goddess nas & welrd Sens<-o7 
humor, 

By thetime the Red arrow Highway exit loomed up, IT was 
TEERE: DOLINt oz-nervous. .exhceustlion and the radiator was &hooting 
Sz Eteam Iike O10 Faithtul, It wasn't erything serious;. just 
Snow being thrown up =ageinst not engine parts, but it looked 
gcary as hell, BÞy this point Thebrakes: were corpletely gone 
and the 8a8now barely covered =e helf inch of glare ice, Somehow 
I picked my wey through the: City of St, Jos eph through e 
combinetion of downshifting, emergency brake and horm, (It 
couldn!t have been: neal hy for the trensmission,) I ran down 
into 3enton Harbor, crept across the Chrysler-ti.iled parking 
lot and. brought myself to a slow but abrupt sv0p ageinst tne 
S_== exterior wall of Roti Motors Inc, I bre=thed a preyer 
SE RankSTi66, to ell The dellties [I'0: invo:ec the: ict Detore 
and 8witched off the entire, 138 miles in a 8nowstorm without 
brakes, 


Being oundey, there was no one 2rounc aotils, Tract wes 
a good thing, decause right about nov 1 was in a 1i:00d to rip 


Ron Ferrell's stinking guts out, . TI began the quarter nile 
walz through the earthly manifestation of Darte!s iii 
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ta the iver Foirt Motor Lodge-to cell a cab, about halt the 
wey there a green pickup pulled up, driven by an old guy who 
—_— ht ic mt be nice to give me e- ride to Fairpleing IT 
was. | | 

Yep,” he went on, "I figger It's a pretty good idea -ta 
be helpful ta people, Not thet I'm any great sn=ekes at roralss 
hs 388, I've been PLAED gone sinner in my time, But. I've 

da th! good s8ense To accept gesus as ny pers8onel 8ayior, 
Good thing, too, we ain't gorne be around euch longer, 1 
—_—er, There's this book-by Hal LindsSay. s. -" 

Fen minutes of Imninent Armegeddon later, we were et 
the entrance to 3rlarwood Apartments, JI Ttharked hir for his 
—= wisdon ang cheeriultly called "Blessed Be!" =s the coor 
was about to close, 

The next morning at work the following notice atpeared 
on the newsr9o0m bulletin boerd: 

*OW THAT Th: FOCTS<4tL:S54SON. IS 2NDING, 3IGaL WOULD 
EIEE TO ANNOUNC=Z 4 N22 SORTS POOL, PUT $1 DOWN <ND GU=5SS 
VHEN THz NEXT TIME EZ!S CaR WIIL BREAK DOWN, YOU C-N BL A 
WINEKER, Hint: The big money is ridingon tomorrow," 

Shortly after deedline Rotil!s called to &y the car was 
Teady, Not a damn thing wrong with the master brake cylinder -=- 
it was replaced before the car was $S01d to me, There were two, 
countem, two brake lines Tthet developed messive leaks at exactly 
re game Time, - And which were: no;. Teplaced Tree of cherge, and 
you really don't want to heve to pay attorney!s fees, do you? 

At lunchtime IT took the c=r and &&&848a8 tested it in the 
parking lot, And brought it to a screeching helt three inches 
from one of' those 8hiny new Chrysler K=-cars8, T3rekes work 
Wertty good,” I gshouted Through the window, leaving behind 
a Ron Ferrell looki:g very much like he wanted to toss nis 
gookies, : 

Things have been pretty uneventful with ierner ever Sinces 
Or almost, At the last full moon B&&R Friestess oue informed 
me That in a previous incernation I hed been: a2 used cer selesmans 

That may well heve Deen Jiuny!s prollem, or for ther 
matter, the problem of Dennis's, Maybe It takes more than 
ens life to tame a Rabbit, 


COVER: 
ne of my favorite fentasies, 


JOE BRAMAN: 

Trilateral Cormission be damned, Give those strings a 
good yank or two, Its time for the computer to usurp the 
programmer, // Tt s8eems to me that John Lennon got into farming, 
too, before he died, wnat's wrong with farming, may I ask? // 
Then you really have to start getting worried 1is when you start 
hearing a zine in the writer's voice, . and you!ve never heard 
_ the writer*s voice before, : You can program yourself to do 
'. This using 53 peyote buttons, a mason Jar of Lys801l and a feather 

{7 I jygt don't tell my parents anything important, 
8 Po8aIble that they think I'm still a vir 
6.5 {/ *T 8till can't stand condoms, . , &a&&DE22R25848438 
'Fou*11] really KSove child support payments, kid, // It may be 
that Danny needs copious metaprogramming 8gubs tances at this 


-: point in his life, IT went through a phase like that, though 


" admittedly it Beems to be fairly well over now -=- I even drink 
les8s, Of course, IT came out permanently mystical (well... I 


ANG | 
was pretty mystic=l before I even started tripping), and it!s 
probably too late for Danny if you!re trying to save him from 
the Great Beyond or s8omething, Why, by the way,. do you assume 
reality and 8ex are not mysticel? It may be ertirely possIble, 
you know, that you are dreaming right now as you read these 
words and when you dream that you go to bed and start dreaming, 
Me dream that you dream you are dreaming is actuelly reality, 
Like -1(-1)=+1, Excuse me, nov, while I have an ecid flashback, 


%$Q&3#d] orfler 


AWNDREA ANTONOFF: : 

Rick Brown likes cuuuuuuuuunntry mewzikk, // T've finally 
come To the intellectuel real iz=tion that afzes bimgexuelity 
makes considerably more sense then s tmaight hetero, But I'!n 
8till not s8exually attracted to on I've written letters 
to Penthouse but none have ever been printed thet I know of, 

OF course, T made them all up, // 4 man's ectuel penis was 

also in full view in Monte Fython!s last movie, // Why is it 

1aw rent" mysticism to discover gome truth or other while 

on LSD, Is Iit somehow more valuable to discover exa@tly the 

same truth after 530 years of chanting "OM" and eating cockroaches 
in some Himalayan monastery when, with a proper guide, you 
Ban do it in & hours? are you plackne a Tot of value &@& in 


guffering in and of itself? // Earlier in your mailing you 
grate, I Teel too much in control of what happens to me | 
to believe it knows any more than I do" (a reference to Terotf, 
which you obviously haven't studied -=- Tarot only tells you 
what you already know, but may not have consciously thought) 
_—ztTcr you Bay to me, *T taiirk there is something out there 


called The Real: Horld , , you c=n't change its fundamental 
qualities by believing or wishing it to be different,” Vith 
these two statements, 1 deduce that you are heading for some 
very major feelings of contradiction not too far down the 
road, I'm not: giving you any more clues to help you through: 
EREO5SCOnTOrt, HVec=use: growth comes Tron Such exp<riences,. 
I'M honest enough to admit thet pert of my viewpoint 
is ENT a Teaction to ny experiences in the theology clesses 
at J4es8uit high school, The Jesuits were extremely fond of 
bas Ing their arguments on the assumption of *There 1s only 
one reg) ity and you cant!t do anything about it... This point 
was generally raised when they were Where to get me to. accept: 
and believe 8omething 1 thought was extremely stupid, Instead, 
I trusted to my instincts about multiple realities, Experience 
Iater convinced me I had followed the Tight path, 7 
' Before you get lost in an orgy of naturalism (or whatever 
It is punks and new wavers do with updeted terminology these 
days), here are a couple of experiments you can try, 
Remember Tthet ritual I outlined in the last mailike? 
Fhe one you probably screamed BULISHIPT! at about 87 times or 
_ pe? IJay aside your reactions for the time being and try it, 
on Three Buccessive full moons, Follow the directions carefully 
_ and tiry doing it, The first time you do the: ritual, do exactly 
as the directions tell you, The s8econd time, just before 
g8tarting the ritual, 8ome a goodly amount of hashish, The 
_ Third time, drop acid, | 
7%... - Eerefs another Lnborapding experiment, though it requires 
a 1ittle more aiscipline than the firest one, Learn advanced 
mathematics, at least as far as third=year calculus, The 
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begin to study p=zrticle. physIcs, Starting with e revie:.:.. of 
the discoveries made around the turn of the century, when 
you get to the part about Werner HeisenDerg's work, drop 
_—=cid, Then work out the inplicstions oz nis. egquetions, 

When you heye followed one or the other (or both) of 
these experiments to completion, come back and tel. me eyout 
The Real World, // Your vrain, in pert, works as a huge memory 
bank, far: more powerful then the most powerful comruters ever 
aeveloped, Yes, you really do remember all your F=<t dreems, 
at Least to the extent thet they are permenently T6corded 
there, The marijuana proD=bly triggered Something in your 
That DrouEnht rvou to corscious reallzetion of th=t, 


ARTHUR HLAVATSY : 

ET 18 enzrEeLyY pPossIDdle-thet all radios cre consc ious 
—JUST repHHAE Xt Secret ir00G us, HO. you Teeatly know That 
those voices ard thet rusic ere re-lly comme from Tz5805* // 
Your reactions are noted, vut don!t mean = whole heil of < 
lot 8ince IT haven't yet read The Illumineti Fapers, 


ELUKI KENOET] : 
I was going to go down to Tludlow Travel Aigency tomorrow 


to book a Tlight to NasShville for Kubla Khen, but maybe it 
would be easier to take = sieve, Cheaper, =znywey., // You do 
Gary Trudeau: very well, // It is In veres ting, it. you believe 
Liber IXXVII, to &&b&&&&4:: s8ubstitute "Women" end "a&he" for 
"Man" and "he" and see if you 8till. believe it, (I dces) // 
== cartoon or The Fope at Home, ,,7 is: one of the delightfully 
cmunny I've geen In ages, anc h=-s Deen Xeroxed multitly for 
8ome of the 8tuffier Wicc=ns of metropoliten Chic=ro, // IT 
uged to live in Ohio, Does that count? // Where will the 
Few Pgzan Tarot be on sale? // Many of my best friends among 
Pagans have turned out to be part of the Dark Horde, This 
i8n't enough to bring me back into the motherly but undeodorized 
as or SCA Imperium, but is somethit:es of note, <t l28st Fan 
Pagan Festiva]J there was held e &&&4& grour discussion oZ 
what, if anything, 8hould a "Fagan World View" consist of, 
A large contingent of Ko-Nooks types who Showed up and loudly 
announced at great length that True Pagans believe that Nookewler 
Power 1s a manifestation of Sgtan upon Earth that must be 
exorcized from reality, and any 8o+c=elled Fagan who doesn!t 
believe 8uch is a Liar and a Foul Traitor, Some Situations 
gimply SCREAM for cream pies,) The Horde contingent turned 
out to be the ones defending technology (though not necessarily 
nuclear) and found themselves the target of mich mech=ndphobic 
wrath, **Guess whet?" they shouteed as they returned to their 
campsite, "We're not Fagans!" I definitely like the Horde, // 
Tour arguments are &8XZ noted, but I can!t accept that the 
MSU Tolkien Fellowship is in the 8:.me Universe/eigenstate as 
_ - an affluent ]suburb in Ohio, Por example, there used to be 
_- Buck a thing as Dutch Elms in this comtry, Wonderful: trees, 
to Judge by photos of them, As every tree freak knows, a 
Serrible plague called "Dutch Blm Disease,"” appropriately 
enough, awept acrossthe continent in the early 60s and wiped 
The e8pecies off the face of the planet, Today you can go anywhere 
:.., In the U,S, and not find one anywhere, Except in the affluent 
=6-.- Oſo 8uburb of Shaker Heights, I was in Shaker Heights a couple 
#- =. of years ago and the 8uburh is crawling with Dutch Elms, I1 
UM mastT Therefore conclude that Shaker Heights is another eigenstate 
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_—_ th- oe live in, // You may have hit on «a point. - The 
—-2n T1 em cuzzently connected with is composed of persons 
wno heave either been'solitary practitioners of Wicca for some 
VY==rs or others who have wead e whole lot on arcene subjects, 
It mekes for an extremely eclectic and flexible ETOUPs (We 
en have = taken GCarinerien,s) // I do. not use black vs, 
wh_te" in my megickal writings beceuse I believe that that 
dichotomy as arplied to late medeival and Renaissence Christian 
throught is one of the gources of modern racism, // The SCA 
does not heve e church-or a government to enforce its standards, 
Hut et Nozthwooks end in parts of California it has the Imperium. // 
WaacaUGH! THY SINS OF MY YOUTH ARE COMING BACE TO HAUNT MY!!! 
nn Te: et the HoTo2TtT7 jJunped out of. the greeneciLored 
=n. JT 0: the nose, my: i1irat Teection was. to call 
zndy Swetnick and ask just what the fuk was 8she doing? 
ECT .cc we ene Iiked- This -0194-I12it 80: well Tthet She 
TO, To ee To- it that It's publicized across the n=stion. 
arter e& rice tall Cow Funcher (Fepto Bismol and gin), I sat 
gown anc Torced myself to read through the Thing for the first 
SE 1n X Many Fears, And, oddly enough, I'm s=tisfied with 
= 71: 1de= ox the 80ng:.was to: capture: the. es8enti-1 ambiguity 
oz living in the Tolkien Fellowship, both the idgocy and 
even aegredebtton-in led tog and yet The 8ubtle dientity of 
tesStyle" inspiring visLon, I think the s8ong did the 
102, Detter Then any Tilk I've written Bince, I should. mention 
=. the reprint doesn't) thet the last time through the 
wazze melody 18s Fepeated twice and m=y- be. 8iowed down for 
effect before singing the last chorus, And-a-mne-a-and-a- 
two=a,.se // You haven't refuted my stand, Bernie, which is 
ERECT SUTe, a 18 a, UEtLL- TT mecampryrnogse8s I:to Sorething 
els=, which it may do.at any time, // If IT were: in charge 
OZ N->a, I'd name a 8shuttle the 8.8, Sethspeaks, for no better 
Pe=wcon then tc wetch the Safcenites writhe, // I once h=4d to 
exDl=in to = counter attendant/cashier at McThinzie!s how to 
m=k=- ch=n<2 from a $5, ®,,,,and three pennies, os e are the 
little brown ones," // I pulled a s8similar stunt at Ishereon, 
using my athame to consecrate the egg nog and invoking the 
Spirits of Dionysos before Berving it up to the as8embled, 
®fou're a witch, ainocha,® gomebody asBked after I finished, 
®EFnow how toads have to make love?® I replied, Brought the 
house down, Then again, a lot of pagans tend to freak when 
I bring out the wand that doubles as a cigarette holder, // 
I'm currently a member of 2 AP4As with g8ome overlapping membership, 
They 8erve different needs, FREFANZINE tands to get more 
of the political gort of writing, since it is a libertarian 
APA. GOLDEN APA gets more of the occult atuff, // Maybe I'm 
Just a pretentious a8nob, but I would not 8ee The new Plask 
Gordon again except umder the influence of metaprograming 
gubstances, And I greatly dislike Queen, which detracted 
a 1o% from the movie for me, 


LEE ANN GOLDSTEIN 2 
One of Arthur's Ohicago=area gubacribers once degcribge 
OY Relationship as the greatest little bathroom magazine 
Td ever read, @0urgse there £is one non-anthrepomorphised 
Entity Running Stuff! You! // I guess I also qualify as upper 
middle olass (though probably not quite as upper as you), 
Today I just laid eut $202 at Iundlew Travel Agency for my 
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round trip flight to Nashville, And I'm not even going to 
have to rearrange my budget, // "Ed 8pecializes in mindfucks," 
When I was a kid, ny schoolmates useeR to joke that I'd grow 
up to be a brain 8urgeon, // I recently 8aw a copy of another 
Mistler 8f production called Space Whores, (I 8svuspect Mr, 
Lucas warned Mr, Flynt what SIT IL if the bokk were 
called Star Whores, I even got through the first chapter 
Or Bo, The probtem is, the book could have been funny as 
hell, but it becomes obvious from the first paragraph that 
the author takes this work quite geriously, Thus, it becomes 
tiring Teal fast, // Well, if IT have to -- excerpts from Ed 
Zed's Teenage Erotic Diary... 

SEPTEMBER 23, 1970: 

Foday I 8nuck a look at a Playboy magazine at the drug 
gtore, There was a woman with real big tits in it, IT went 
home and jerked off, It felt real good, 

SEPTEMBER 24, 1970: 

ZFoday I TRhougnt about the girl with the blg tits in 
Playboy and jerked off, It felt real good, 

SEPTEMBER 25, 1970: 

Today I just jerked off, Tt felt real good. 

SEPTEMBER. «+» © 

It becomes quite clear rather QUIESEF why T1 have never 
befare published my Teenage Erotic Viary, And am not likely 


to again, // Yes and no, Yes there!s s8omething of a crime 
increast in Berrien County, too, at least in Benton Harbor, 

But a lot of it geems to be related to the economy, As the 
economy deteriorates, crime has always gone up in this country, 
and if you check historical records, you will find this is 


true, People are under more pressure tin hard economic tines, 

and gome of them 8nap, which explains why you!ſre getting a 

lot of the weird, nasty sorts of crime in IA, IT am always 

guspicious of people who talk about wow crime 1s worse than 

it ever was, TIt Reems worse because one isexperilencing it 

now and not Teading it in gome history. book, But The U.S. 

has always been a violent country, whether that violence 13s 

perpetrated by the sBgtate or by free lancers, This 1s true 

Since 1609, Remember black slavery and the genocide committed 

against Aamerindians? Or 'the quaint fmerican custom of tarring 

and feathering weirdoes and riding them out of town on a rail? 

Even in times when lawn'!order administrations crack down on 

violent crime, the violence doesn!t really decrease, The 

most violent ones usuvally just coopted into the police department, 
WARNING TO THOSE IN THIS APA: I do not take kindly to 

talc about Imminent Armageddon, There 1s an old truth that 

magickal people know, about how if you say it often enough, 

It tends to become true, PTherefore IT intend to Cefuse all 

arguments about the Imminence of Armageddon by any means 

necessary, fair or foul, // 


ARTHUR HLAVATY: 

Froggy the Gremlin did not twang his magic twanger, He 
plucked his magic twanger, T'm a little young to remember 
that particular 8how, but 8ome years later, a R&43T&848a88 weird: 
lat4 night horror movie host @n a Cleveland UHF 8station known 
as The Ghoul" did a weekly 8egment with a Froggy doll in 
which he did unepeakable but hilarious things to poor Froggy. 
Sort of a local forerunner to *The Mr, Bill Show," // If Jeaus 
was 8hort with fat arms, then the Tecent remake of Popeye 


24 - 
mast obviously herald the Second Coming, // Aw, gee whiz, And 
I thought the Animation Tarot was done by by Hanna=Barbara, // 
Of course my comments sound like Tobias Knight, Yours would 
too if you were a quintuple agent, // Such disgusting stereotypineg! 
Everyone knows that a character named Rastus 1s obviously 


gay and a character named Bruthie is black, 


ADRIENNE FEIN: 
One good way to cut back on page count isto use microscopic 


print 8i2zes, // little knownfacts: The Teal inventor of false 
teeth was Adam Weishanpt, who came up with the idea late on 
the night of May 23, 1773, while contemplating an apparition 
of Du HaxenHase, // I feel ju=t the opposite, I'd rather 
have people 8ay thines to my face than behind my back, TYWAz 
way 1 Yb MAteh Grids £6 WAAdE ths tiff nit B11 // An you know 
from previous arguments, I tend not to use the word *&society* 
Szeven belleve in it, JAdmittedly, part of this comes from 
covering Berrien District Court, where if the judge can!'t 
figure out any good reason for 8omething to be against the 
law, he tells the victim that it is att ®harmful to society,® 
When 8omeobdy starts talking ayout how we ought to change 
gociety or do what s0ociety expects of us, my immediate impulse 
is to 8hout BULLSHIT! and head for the nearest exit, // IT 
Still maintain that if you object to nuclear power, #&& the 
only moral rTesponse is to ahut off the electricity. // "Cwn" 
is what you do if it happens while in the 69 position and your 
mouth is too full to say "eum," // I consider all clothing 
to be decoration of 8ome 8ort or another, 80 that would have 
to include garters and nylons as a s8ubset, // Hm, how do you 
feel about calliope music during sex? / / There was a big flap 
over in Kalama,oo a couple of years back when a couple of gays 
were convicted of sodomy on the basis of evidence gathered 
by closed circuit TV in a rest stop john on U.S, 131, // Even 
a big stockhclder has no obligation not to sell if 8 /he is 
Los8ing money on a 'stock, at least not in the moral system 
I follow, MHo one has any duty to suffer for the g8ake of others 
unless 8/he freely chooses to do 80, // Anyone cen experience 
an al tered 8state of consciousness during 8ex regardless of 
what's between hir legs, There's Tantra, for example, // 
The 8tudies I researched were the 8ame ones cited by 2ob 
Shea in his Playboy article (I1 figured if he could take the 
trouble to look them up, I could, too), No, none of them 
really 8aid that pprnography causes rape, IB I was referring 
to a magickal principle 8some purifems use, perhaps without 
knowing Its magickal nature, Say 8omething with conviction 
often enough, and it tends to become true, Say that porn | 
causes rape often enough in front of the  abbages, SEEDAESASEERS 
and they'11 begin to babble it back at you like a Doublemint 
Chewing Gum commercial, Some of the ca>bages may even get 
the idea that rape is the appropriate response to porn, 
I don!t think of wha%S's going on in MISHAP these days. // 

do you think people 8hould be drafted for cannon fodder 
at all? // Wow do you E&4&a8 Define political freedom? Arthur 
and I might define At as freedom from politics, // Perhaps 
Richard has failed to distinguished between 8saying that there 
are feminists who hate men and saying that feminists hate men. 
There is nothing intrinsically man-hating in feminism, at least 
as I 8ee it, However, there do exist feminists who hate men, 


uu. LJ 

(If you Qon!t believe that, I could send you Z Budapest!s 
address,) If the firast feminist you encounter hates men, there's 
a tendency, right or wrong, to get the impression that feminists 
hate men, This is not to say whether or not such hatred is 
Justified, Just saying that in some cases it exists, and causes 
Some men to get the wrong impression about feminism, // If 
that's true, it probably works for men, too -- I 8eem to recall 
hearing of a phystcs prof at Princeton who wears skirts instead 
of pants because he figures it's more comfortable and makes 
more SBASe, You've 8een me at cons running around in ny 
witch's robes, which are sSomething like a long dress, and 
Mike Glicksohn has thisthinge amout caftans, // I do not accept 
ge idea that morality can be legis lated; Since 1 regard 
the act of legislating to be immoral, // You mean this APi 
is gorna get 8ent to Ayn Rand? Oh, wow, just what Ifve been 
WEITINg TOT;L 

Hi, Ayn, baby! OJust wanted && you to know that 1 think 
objectivism isTtne greatest idea ever invented amd it has changed 
my Iife Torever! No more of that muscle mysticism for me! - 
Anda to thank you, jgust send me your time and place of. birth, 
and I'11 do your aatrological chart for you! 

Such Televant remarks about how all mele s8eientists who 
w. Tk in contraceptives feel about the world, Adrienne, How 


purifem of you! IT thought better of you than that, Did you 
as em how they feel about the role of women? Can you quote 


me a SOUrCCe,. ea Source thet quotes one of the male mcientists 
who developed the pill in the late 508 or fgarly 608 before 
there was much in the way of a feminist movement and before 


= 


we knew a hell of a lot about the causes of eomag-oon as opposed 
h 


to a source that quotes what 8ome "feminist®” says ey think? 

I'm sorry if this s8ounds 8Shrill, but you've pushed one of my 
buttons, If women expect males to stop stereotyping women, 

then it's perfectly reasonahle for us to expect the game courtesy 
from you, // I was around and about at WNoreascon, really and 
truly, Ask Giant Siri or Tory Parker or Judy Bemis or Brian 
Burley or Richard Onley or Linda Karrh, // Of course Mother 
Nature has a vagina? Ever. been to Grand Canyon? // I 8aw 

Zhe Demon Seed, too, and I suspect the director was consciously 
EXrying to make the 8ame point as you about rape. 


RICK BROWN: 
The following is & a trial ballom of an APA 50 comment: 
Oh, gee, whiz, I haven!t been laid for 80 long and I'm 
80 depressed because I feel like Such a no good shit, that 


I was gonna go in the bathroom and $s1ash my wrists, but then 
I decided to write my APA 50 mailing insteed, 
Howzat, Rick! Hugo quality? Huh, huh? // IT dont know 
if they ever threw Christians to Lyons, but the Pope lived 
at Avignon for a while, // Ar$ you gure Starhawk is a "him"? // 
For 8 omeone who hates rock and loves C & v, you sure do play 


a lot of rock on your stereo, Usvually I type APA mailings 
with EAEBS WAOR on the stereo, a radio station which, not 
SuUrPrisingly, plays album-orlented rock, // Knocking Joseph 
Conrad, eh? You happen to be knocking one of my favorite 
"classics Illustrated" types of authors, Not to mention that 
Conrad was a s8trong influence on St, Hunter, who in turn ws 

a 8trong influence on me, TI consider Conrad to be one of 

the most talented proponents of a philosophy which is, in 


2 Jew 


LET HIS DEATH NOT BE IN VAIN! 


"] suffered from a s8eve_'e case of 
cerebral palsy for more than 30 years, with 
no hope of cure, the doctors told me, Then 
one nignt, TI slept with the tooth, HIS tooth, 
under ny pillow and in the morning 1 was 
COMPLETELY CURED! The doctors called it a 
miracle, but 1 never doubted that HE would 
help me," 


— PTS, Rhonda Raccoon, Itta Bena, Miss, 


YES, YOU, TOO, CAN FAVE YOUR LIFE CHANGED 
FOR THE BETTER THROUGH THE MIRACULOUS POWER 
OP JOHN LENNON! FORGET ELVIS! FORGET JOAN 
WAYNE! FORGET VERNON JORDAN ! 

THIS IS THE REAL THING! 


Artist's rendering of the late 
John Iennon's left. lower bicuspides 


ALL WE ARE SAYING, IS GIVE A PIECE A CHANCE! 


Acme Products Ltd, has obtained a unique, almost priceless get of geruine John 
Lennon relics, and now we are offering those very same rTelics to you at an 
unbelievable bargain basement cost, Here 1s a small smmple of the items at greatly 
reduced prices that you will find in our exclusive catalog, "Double Autopsy": 


Nose hair $ 9.99 each 
Tooth $ [9+9D eacn 
Spleen $ 595095 
Pineal gland $ 639.95 
Stomach ulcers $ 399.495 each 
Thigh bone $4399095 


Nose $5999.96 
The above prices do not include New York State 8ales taxes or shipping charges. 


Our catalog contains a nearly complete listing of all extant John Lennon relics. 
We regret to report that only one relic remains unavailable at this date, having 
been Tequisitioned by one Epicene Wildeblood of New York City for unugual medical 
Tes8earch, | 

These relics wttl never again be offered at gsuch prices, They are already 
irreplaceable collectors items and the price can only be expected to rise in the 
future, This 1s a Unique Investment Opportunity ! 

For "Double Autopsy," our exclusive catalog, smnd $9.95 check or money order to: 


Acme Products Ltd, 

Room 666 

World Trade Center 

New York, New York 10048 


For further details, phone 212-755-0027, Call collect, any time of the day 
or night! | 
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may ways, the exact opposite of my own, // Doing book 
reports from Cliff Notes is extremely dangerous, Most 
teachers of literature I know of are familiar enough with > > No 
Cliff Notes to spot plagiarism from them, // That doesn't R, 
SUTPT1Se me, I can easily imagine the government —=— AIDAN 
Several million dollars to come up with the conclusion £2 
that carcinogens cause cancer, I suspect the headline | 
writer was an inspired Discordian, // Michale Talbot's 
Mysticismn and: the New Physics 1s also an excellent source 
book and quite easy to read, A&A warning, however, that 
Talbot goes quite a bit further in his speculatinns than 
even Capra or Zukove // You still have the moral 
equivalent of book burnings, today, For example, there 
is the example of what the Warsaw, Indi na, school board 
did with Catbher in the Rye in the high school library and 
what it did to teachers who criticized the book$ss ban, \You've got a cow that gives 
The scariest thing for me about that is since Catchers In | 300 pounds of milk a day? 
Tne Rye apparently played some sort of role for the Impossible!”' 
murderer of John Lennon, there will be liberals calling 0 es 
for the book to: be banned, too, // Obviously, a dorky is nact to unlock dore. [l 
One day over lunch at a Lappger, Michigan, restaurant, I wnwisely flashed my Tarot 
cards at fellow reporters on the Lapper County Press, A local preacher of the 
fundamentalist persuasion who was sitting at the next booth said loudly, "I KNEW 

A YOUNG MAN WHO READ TAROT EVERY DAY AND THEN ONE DAY HE SHOT HIMSELP!" 7g ft 
Hi WEff V8 fff SH PATTHSE FEVEFE TIT rift T didn't pay the guy mich heed, and 
to my credit, IT have not yet shot myself, Not even accidentally. // What's a 
. So=called libertarian like you suggesting a tax on thing, for, even pot? // 

I never took Agnew seriously enough to really hate him, 7] TI went to 8ee Seems 
IIke 01d Times and it fell flat, It wasn't that the humor went over my head — 
I IT got al all the. Jokes and that, TI just didn't find them furmy, Neil Simon needs 
a long vacation, IT think, // Unfortunately I was born in December, 80 It was definitely 
the Year of the Horse, // Better yet, DR is listed in the Circle Guide to Pagan 
Resources (the new edition), which is readily available, though I don't remember 
the price. // T have a good source for LSD, if I ever care to use it again, but 
am not free to print it here, // It is entirely possible to see Rocky Horror Picture 
Show without noisy Pavolvian cabbages, There are any mumber of bootleg Betamax 
copies floating around, // The reason that the article on witches was much more 
tolerant than anything you'd expect from the Bible Belt may have SOOTHE to do 
with the fact that it was published by the New York Times, // ©9636) 


NANCY COLLINS: 

I definitely agree with you about Zappa being one of the ultimates, But 1 
also like Yes for tripping. // Telling society to stuff it is the only Treasonable 
way to deal with that collectivist phenomenon, 


RICK BROWN; 

You have an interesting 8spread here, but mach too complicated for the way 1 
normally use the Tarot, (IT approach a reading like a story=teller,) Here is a 
8pread IT use, which is a 80rTt of libertarian variation on the Celtic Cross: 


© 
E 


a 


You will note that the order of the cards 1s somewhat different than in the 
Standard Celtic Cross spread, 
1. This card represents the major force at work in the querent's life at the 
moment, 
2, This is a second force, often working in opposition to the major force, but 
always modifying the major force in some way, The first two cards form a sort 
of "central paradox” s8ituation which is to be explained and resolved by the subsequent 
cardss 
3, This card is the beginning, the event in the past that was the source of the 
current central paradox, 
4. This card represents how the querent got. from the situation in card 3 to the 
present situation, 
Je This is how the querent views the situation, 
6, This is how the environment of the querent's current eigenstate (parallel 
universe) is affecting the situation, 
To This is the querentss own hopes and fears about the situation!s outcome, 
8B, This is the key card, which is mead as a Ssupposition, "What if?" This can 
be Tread as some actinn the querent may take the future, some change in hir &&& or 
hir attitudes, or hir environment, 
9, This is an alternate future in which that depicted in card 8 comes to passe. 
10, This is an alternate future in which card 8 does not come to pass, that is, 
the querent remains on hir present path with no change. 

It's obvious from this that I am a relatively "conservative"” Tarot reader, 
and T1 also prefer to use the &&&&k quaint, old-fashioned, all-American Waite deck, 


&AXXSE SALLY SYRUALA: 

The Twin Cities &&&a& Camera Club, which presents travelogue artists and their 
films, recently presented a guy from Dowagiac , Michigan, who did a travelogue filn 
on Finland, He characterized Finland as "a land filled with names no American can 
pronounce." // Of course, Christianity has magickal rituals, The best branch of 
Christianity for this was the Roman Catholic Church, which had a great many f&Apialit 
magickal and awe-inspiring rituals that held me enthralled in my youth, (The 
Catholic Sign of the Cross is a simplified version of the Cabalistic Cross, for 
example.) Vatican II got rid of most of the magickal stuff, without getting rid 
of the stupid stuff like that thing about burning in Hell forever and ever for 
masturbating, If it &&#& weren't for Vatican IT, I might not be a Discordian withh 
today, (Is it really a coincidence that the ecumenical council of Vatican IT was 
called by Pope John XXITI? ) The Protestant Reformation, in some Tespects, was a 
rebellion against the more magickal aspects of Christianity, Pundamentalists are 
essentially radical Protestants and eschew everything even vaguely magicakcl as 
the Work of the Devil, One als notices in much of there literature and the Hal 
Lindsay=type Inninent Armageddon stuff, there is an awful lot of anti-Catholicism, 
as well, Oddly enough, the most radical of the fundamentalists start to get caught 
up in the Dionysian, magicakl aspects of religion again, things like spaaking 1n 
tongues and faith healing, 


ROBERT ANTON WILSON: 
This 'strikes me as being an excellent rituals 


&ABSRR SAM HEIM: 

I have noticed no important difference between the effects of mas turbating 
to orgasm and fucking to orgasm, I 8uspect that for me, at least, the effects 
I experience depend largely upon the ny bodily state at the time, For example, 
at the end of a fucking session during mid-afternoon Saturday at a con, IT hardly 
feel like sleeping when I'm done, Move it up by 12 hours, and my reaction would 
probably a bit different, // Some people have found celibacy to be a good thing 
for them, and that when they come back to && sex after a period of celibacy, the 
gex is better, I am not among these, If I go without sex for a few months, and 


wb 
I do so from time to time for various reasons, the net effect for me 1s negatives 
My general sense of horniness goes down, and I feel a lot more frustrated and 
unable to deal with the other gex, possibly because of a lack of confidence that 
develops after a while, When I do come back to sex, the first time 1s generally 
an unsatisfying experience for both partnerz, On the other hand, when T'm having 
Sex with some frequency, I find myself horny most all the time and my performance 
in bed, at least according to my lovers, is apparently good, (If you can call it 
a performance at all — but the sex feels better to me, too,) So I think T'11 
leave celibacy to the monks, // Not only will cow's milk induce hamomexuality in 
adults, but drinking Wild Turkey will create an irresistable urge to smoke cigatettes 
through a foot=-long holder, spend all your money on illegal football bets and 
run up huge hotel tabs, // IT suspect the IJDEIIT article would have too many mystical 
overtones for Village Voice, But beyond that, IT have grave moral objections to 
that magazine's trendy left-wing liberal hilozo. Not only that, but IT suspect 
that they would have grave moral objections to my obvious libertarianism, They're 
probably as likely to buy an article 4&4R&ia8 from me as from William F, Buckley, 
(T can't know for suwre what the "typical" left-wing liberal Teaction would be to 
the whole Dallas Egbert thing, but 1 suspect it would go 8omething like — "See, 
this is what happens when you &&&&$& spend all your time escaping off into g8ome 
fantasy world like D & D instead of living in the Real World and doing your Duty 
for Society,”) In fact, two-thirds of my writing is not done for free, The Herald=- 
Palladium pays me rather well for it, Beyond that, IT am working on some fiction 
and some other projects 4s that could make some money, /{ T have actually used 
Odin for the northern God, but am B more likely to use DNA, The problem with Odin 
is that he a&adiii$ likes blood sacrifices, and I can't stand the sight of my own 
blood, // I'm not suwre which scares he worse, the Trilateral Commission or writers 
like Anna MSa+i Mayo, She seems to be not as upset with whatever awful things 
the Trilateral Commission does as their expensive, high-falutin'! lifestyle, as 
becomes a true Puritan, (In the modern mind, Puritan has becane synonamous with 
Tignt-wing congervatives, but check a good his toes book — the Puritans had a 
g8ocialist system in Massachusetts,) Then she goes out and paints a picture of 
South Brox misery with people starving, rampant drug use and people blowing each 
other away, When s8she quotes s8omeone that "they" did this, we are to assume without 
question that this Brom res ident means the Trilateral Commission, without any 
other shred of evidence than Ms, tayo says 80, and we mist, of course, accept 
Ms, Mayo's word without guestion because 8he is a Right Thinking Progressive with 
the Good of The People as her motive, If I were the editor, this article would 


be rTejected, 


NINA BOGIN: 

Nothing like a Preparation H 
comercial while you're trying to 
have oral sex, is there? // T went 


to the Wiccan Circle at Noreascon — i | 
too, and It was quite pleasant, ; M | : FOR SALE 


It was a very gentle 8ort of x | on = DRIVATELY 


Circle, with a lot of explanation ' 

throwmm in for the participants who 

were nonpagans, This, I svuspect, 

was & good thing, The kind of EST ET DoELSTS SIE 

rSmnOn orgiagtic dancing that Large groups of Nampebire and Duroc bred gilts 
characterized the Pan Pagan (with purebred and crossbred litters to farrow late March and April) 
Festival would probably wy: put Hampshire and Duroc open commercial giltts. 
most Es Lf  & oy Hampshire and Duroc ———__ MEALS: 

Fi Yah Lol do Brucellosis ond Pseudorabies qualified free her 

JOuz Nr rhre FN f Michigans Largest Supplier of Top Quality Breeding Stock. 


CODITIN & SONS 
Tfffpris // /.T 8aw the parents of $1407 Crooked Crook El, oat ickignn 49031 /Phone 616 445-2198 or 616 445-3447 


DJ 
James Dallas Ezbert III on the Phil Donahue Show recently while waiting for my 
car to get an oil and filbver change at a place which also 801d appliances, They 
were on a show devoted to the problems of raising little geniuses, and the Egberts 
Said they have started a sort of memorial foundation at Wright State University in 
Dayton to help kids like Dallas, IT will try to find out more abont this, // Circle 
Network Newsis available fram Circle, P,O, Box 9013, Madison, Wisconsin 55[15., 
T believe the subscription rate is $5 for 4 issues per year, // Wiccans celebrate 
8 high holidays per year, which alternate between Goddess and God orientations, 
They ares: Telen 

Yule (Vinter Solstice) — The bkymth of the god, (Considering the date, doesn't 
that sound familiar?) 

Candlenmas (Groundhog day) — The birth of the goddess, This is e sort of 
Testival of lights, with a great many burning candles in hopes of getting spring 
to hurry up and get heres eqQULNOX 

Spring mw — The maturity of the god, Many covens use this festival 
ror a seed blessing rituals 

Beltane (Walpurgis night or April J0) — The maturity of the Goddess, By this 
time s8prinetime is in full sing, and a general celebration is in order, tbiany 
covens perform various sorts of fertility rites at this holiday, 

Surmer Solstice — The wedding of god and goddess, 

Lannas (Mid Summer Night's Eve, usuvally Aug, 2) — The goddess gives birth 
to the god, This is generally a harvest festival, 

Autumn mzbzwbirnaz equinox — The death of the old god, This 1s a sort of farewell 
to nice weather and steel yourself for winter celebration, 

Samhain (Halloween) — The death of the goddess, The celebration of death 
and the hignest of holidays for many Wiccans, Rituals tend to be introspective 
and often involve scrying (@&&a44ak;: (using magick mirrors or fire for receiving 
'visions, etc,)., Wiccans beliege that Samhain is the time of the year when the 
Plane of Consensus Reality is closest to other planes/dimensions, If this is 
&h#& true, it may have something to. do with the position of the Earth relative 
to the Sun and other stars, but proving that would require a lot of research and 
I can't afford the equimment, 

An interesting question arises from all of this, If my coven were to pack 
up and move to Rio De Janeiro in the Southern Hemisphere, where the seasons are 
the opposite of the Northern Hemisphere fd HEL SEASLTEEL SEEPT E WATY fr p40 0-5 6% 
Heddg, would the cycle of festivals have to be moved up by 6 months? // Nonsense, 
I have been a Wiccan rabbi, Oy! // The Circle Guide to Pagan Resources has a lot 
of useful information on how to contact a coven or get involved with paganism, 

You could take out a classified ad in the Circle Network News, Or if you don't 
want to spend that much money, you could go down to the Magickal Childe in New 
York and somebody there might be able to put you in contact with the sort of people 
you're looking for, 


LINDA FRANKEL: 

Don!t you actually mean that your fellow employees are boobi americani? /l 
The biggest problem with the gerious study of &4$&þ&FaRAIAMRIALS parapkychology 
in this country right now is the inevitable attention ih votes from National 
Enquirer and its even less 8avory journalistic companions, Those who agree to 
be quoted by these rags, even If they are quoted correctly, inevitably wind up 
gharing the 8tory with "peychics" who are getting messages about the Book of Revelations 
from Sirius and raving Moral Majoritarians who think Satan's behind it, Try conducting 
8erious 8cientific regearch in a climate like that! // IT don't know that Ayn Rand 
Teserves s8ex for "rational relationships,” In her novels, the muscle mystics and 
g8limy 8econd handers have 8ex, too — they tend to be attracted to each other and 
the 8ex tends to be lousy, but they have s8ex, /{ The aversion to space colonization 
is not universal among witches, // Robin Morgan is saying nothing new. Lenin s8aid 
the same thing, except instead of "women" he talked about the "proletariat," Hl 


JE, | - 
It is prettyhorrendous if someone gets convicted of 
homosex and 8ent to an American prison, especially if the 
homesex involved 8omeone underage, from the stories I've 
heard, // I'm just trying to imagine William Shatner as 
Batman, // T'm afraid I wasn't too upset about John 
Lennon getting it, either, at least not to the point of 
tears and two yeeks of s01id Lennon on the stereo, T1 
think it would take the death of someone like Ian 
Andergon to affect me as strongly as Lennon affected a 
lot of pepple, // Based on my experience of aura, this 
1da-pingala stuff is bullshit, IT can sense no difference 
in aura between male and female, // BA 4 female friend = 
of mine, who was working at a photo booth at the time, 
used to brag about how she could masturbate and get away , : , 
With it, even @ti+ while taking film and money from _ _ 1 inde —— 
OWET'S « stupid story about the three 

pigs I'll... .”7 


SETH GOLDBERGY | 
mo, pray tell, is Irs, God in Mormon mythology? And 


does 8he like Golden Delicious apples? 


RICK BROWN: | 
You're the first person I've met whose logic/reagon clrcuitry is acteally- 


stimulated by pot, 


WOO FILLETS 
NANCY COLLINS: 
This seems kind of dated, You aren't still planning to move to Knoxville, 


are you? // Actually, 1 kind of wonder how Bob Dylan feels every time any of his 


pre=Christian s8tuff is played on the radio, // Quick break there — WAOR just played 

a live Who performance and there's no way I can type APAzines with that on the 

air, TI have priorities. {{ For 8some rTeason or other that remark of yours about 

the Detective at NASFIC seeming like your average Pheonix Phan struck Wit as extremely 
hilarious, Do you mine if I repeat it to Don Markstein? // I've always wanted to 

pPiss on Elvis's grave, *#4 I rust sheepishly admit that I'm one of those people that 
really gets off on Springsteen, Must be the fukking dopes 


General natter, While boogieing down with some pagan types over in Kalamazoo 
last nignt, the first verse of a new filk song came to my head, It's swng to the 
tune of the innumerable versions of "Star Drive": 

At a college out in Deuteschland, in 1927, 

A meister of high physics name of Werner Heisenberg 

Shouted out "Eureka! These equations are stupendous ! 

Reality's a mindfuck, That's absurd!",., 

One of these days I mey even get around to finishing this thing, 


RICHARD ONLEY 
I think I know you well enougn to trust that Radix is not &4+ another one of 


those Me Generation scams like Est or 8o0me of Scientology, Actually, that's an 
uncalled=-for, garcastic remark, T've Tread 8s0me of Wilhelm Reich's work, and based 
. on my reading of what he calls "orgone,” the concept sounds s8uspiciously to me 

Tike what we Wiccans call "aura," or what IT call the "bioelectric field" when I 
want to gound ebscure and oh=-so=scientific, It's als the medium through which 
we draw magickal power, We're gonna make a witch out of you yet, Richard! // I 
can't for the life of me gee how growing your hair back to 1971 length is going 

to aid your gurvival egkills, Doing that, you may have to flee the Bible Belt 
gooner than you expect, As far as becoming a police state up here, well, yes 

and no, The police 8eem to be bracking down a little harder an the X-rated book 
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gtores and movie houses more vigorously Than a few years ago, But on the other 
hand, there appears to be a major tax revolt brewing that could break out at any 
time, I'm not talking about a Prop 13 s8ort of thing, but an all-out, honest-to=- 
goddess refusal by a large 'segment of the population to pay their S&&#$& taxes, 

Which is a positive s8ign. Ws I ee no evidence that cops have returned to the 
practice of raiding young peoples' apartments at random to seexrch for marijuana 

or busting people for fornication or torturing confes8slons out of people (at least 
in Michigan — I can't speak for Chicago in that regard, where it has always been 
8tandard practice), But Mic igan has problems of other sorts, stermming mainly from 
the collapse of the auto industry, It!s probably not a good idea to come to Michigan 
unless you're already set with a white collar type of job, IT guspect that we are 
more likely to have massive Trace riots break out this sumer than an imminent police 
state, /{ Your Iaser Beams sound like an excellent drink to inflict upon company s F/ 
T don't really have a Jesus joke, but here's a Jesus story, 4s you all know, Jesus 
Spent. much of his three-year ministry doing great miraculous works, and often would 
go through town healing all the 8ick people there of the various horrible diseases 
prevalent in the Galilee of Those days, Well, one day Jesus spent a very long day 
healing the 8sick — lepers, persons with a palsy, possessed people, people with 
this or that disease, By the end of the day he was understandably very tired, 

yet Jesus's reputation was such that a huge number of people B&Aff had turned out 
for cures and many remained to be cured that day, Finally, an exhausted Jesus 
tuned to one of his disciples, one &&k& who would later chronicle th ese events in 

a Gospel, and gaid, "Hey, luke, I'm awful tired, why don't you take over for a 
while?" St, luke was rather appalled at this idea, being a poor fisherman or 
whoever he had been before joining up with the Lord, and started to protest., 

My Lord," he 8add, "IT have no miraculous powers like $$4$ you! TI don't even 

know how to begin curing all these terrible diseases! What am IT to do?!” Then 

Jegus turned and looked Luke straignt in the eye, and said, 

TJse the force, luke," 

I like that line almost as well as another one Jesus told Luke, the one that 
had a more profound effect upon history than any &ther spoken by Christ, "Don't 
write that down, Luke, That's part of the gecret teachings!" // I'm still playing 
around with the outline for a Harold Robbins novel about Worldcon, // I'm not sure 
I 8ee the conmection, Suppose mankind were basically evil, Would you want any 
of them to have any of them with authority over you? And oould you, as an equally 
evil human being, be entrusted with power over them? I{bdertarianism still survives. // 
Since then, I've 8een generic BEER from the Jewel Food Store chain, which is Chicago- 
based, [{ I can't figure out any way to work the Major iroana in at poker, Althougn, 
I understand there are card games that have been designed for tk full [8-card Tarot 
deck, // I love your "Disco Break." // If I were going to introduce the younguns 
to the urban cowboy phenomenon, I think Honkytonk Jue is much healthier as a role 
model than John Revolta, // IT haven't seen Good Morning, 1iss Dove, but I'd like 
to hear why you think it's the most evil film of all time, I don't mind hearing 
plot gunnaries of films I'm not likely to go 8ee, // To have a proper astrological 
chart done, you also have to give the place of birth, // Hanged men experience 
ejaculation and orgasm? TITfy good sir, methinks you have just invented Position 
Number 7O! 


DENNIS JAROG: 
The most interesting line to come from out of the Reagen admbnistration $0 

far is, "We're certainly not going to go to war over Poland!" // T wouldn't say 

that Ellison lacks a pergonality, It's obnoxious as all hell, but it's certainly 


not lacking, 


ELUKI KENOBI 2 
Priestess Sue was laughing at your "Doonesbury" cover for about 20 minutes, 
There is a certain arrogant high priest down Chicago way who 1s going to be 8s lipped 
a Xerox of this, too, // Your Diecordian/wombat wiccan rituals are masterpieces, 
but of course, you already know that, They also provided me with a bit of inspiration, 
but 8tay# tuned for the article following mailing oomments for further details. 


—ZO- 
ARTHUR HLAVATY: 
Xerox is unfſaanisnh? Glad to hear ito, 


NEIL BELSKY 2 

The Roman Catholic Church has just finally gotten around to admitting that 
maybe, Jjust maybe, Calileo was right, Which is strange, considering that the 
Vatican Library has the world's most extensive Darwin collection, // Reagan may 
have disavowed the Falwell crowd, but what about the Trilateral Commission? // 
Funny, Neil, but I don't feel terribly manipulated, even though I am apparently 
accepted as being part of the mass media you feel are controlling public opinion, 
Somehow I get the feeling that I don't really think the way the Establishment wants 
me to think, And T've been in the news business long enough now to know that while 
people get their training from somewhere, generally Establishment sources, they 
tend to believe what they want to believe, Tegardless of anything I put in my 
8torles, For gomeone who is gupposed to be part of s8such a pewerful institution, 
I'm finding that IT have damned little influence over opinions or events, At least 
not while doing journalism, F#| 1 disagree, en + 4 in COMpTantly In the real 
world, The free market, if it is allowed To's IPD "£0 


ARTHUR HLAVATY : = "f you think all 
males 11. grain bins are alike . _— 


an interesting life, Arthur! 
By the way, who 1s libidia? 


And can I have her phone munber —_—_— Super strong roof, 
| LEE double-lapped 


Seams, extended 


&2&&k ELYSE GRASSO: | "WM eaves, full-circle 

I hope you like Denver? 7 eo »2ofety ring. 
Why ColoRADO, by the way? "#4 FR EL ESD _. | 
After reading Linda E2&&& _— WM = 9 All prime, extra-heavy 

| ' . — —————— galvanized Steel, double- 
Frankel 's review of The House SE = I «bolted in the valley” 
Between the Worlds, why do yo you = SE $eams. __ 
specif ically recommend it to EEE ESS ===: E - Rigid, uni-Section ladder 
SCA members! ITS ————— for ease of assembly 

: : === .and $strength. 
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RICK BROWN: b | 
Isn't a Revolutionary War W__— og. uh 
outfit a bit out of period for Bj F-E == Interlocked Support = - 
SCA? But then again, 80 is 4 SE _— ———— | 

Starhawk. .. // That has been 

the problem for centuries with True —— 4-46 

our religion, Some agshole who tight”, double- 

can't even take responsibility rage. 4 Y 

for his owmn life 80 he has to oe TAME poor cndtoators 
turn it over to Jesus, has —_ Py designed to match 
gomething go wrong and needs a Ne | your drying and 
8capegoat. So what does he do? wa. >——_—_——— 


is « wit ard ovriously ces: « MANN look into the CIRCLE! 


Spell on him, After all, Jesus You could buy a bin just like all the others. But you 


wouldn't let this happen, would wouldn't be getting the profit-boosting return on 


He? Of 8vch things were the _Investment that's built into each Circle Steel bin and farm 


, . © Storage SyStem. 
Burning Times made of, Circle Steel . . . bins from 4,500 bushels {15') to 260,000 \ 


""bushels (78) . . . and a helpful Dealer close jo you. Call 
_ your local Circle Dealer or write today... 


JOE BRAMANs 
__ 0c os, but Þ \, CIRCLE STEEL CORPORATION 

your ditto is as bad as mine, OR Sd3-Oany of 00% Ic 

Try purple mas8ters, {/ > # recall tee! Corporal KIDDE 

reading 80mewhepe that the Circle Park #7 »Taylorville, IL 62568 + 217/824-2223 


= 
Columbia University marching band was noted for being deliberately awful for the 
purposes of esatire, // Why, to you use the word "Whilst" instead of "while" in your 
"Purple Haze" Saiie rewrite? Other than that, T have no problems with your rewrite, // 
T have to question any school where the teachers don't even have the authority to 
prevent students from playing Neil Young (or any other masic) during a test, // 
"eek was doing it to annoy the supervisor who was ibis getting on ny abi nerves 
and messing with my girlfriend in the halls,” Did it occur to you to ask your 
girlfriend what she thinks of that? // "Tt's about what you'd expect fran a Jew 
from the Midwest, They're all 80 fucked up, from Harlan EHllisen on down,” T'n 
Seriously considering Xeroxing this page and distributing this to all &þ the Jewish 
People I know in Midwestern fandom, Just doing my bit for the Iaw of Karma, Of 
course 1 would also include your addresse // T'11 be exercising my First Amendment 
Tigent not to join 1:ENTAT, what with their restrictions on what you may or may not 
write, One of the first things T1 would do is advocate an end to the U,S, government, 
which I believe is a felony to do, anyway, I wonder would Brian Purley would do 
1f you were to advocate marijuana as a programing aid? // John J., O'Connor obviously 
doesn't much like 5t, Hunter, Oh well, PFukkem, 


HE AUThOR AT WORK 


ME, {9 
JERRY AND THE TIT RAG AND ME 


THz DISCLAIMER 

Magick, as IT have experienced it, has a certain ambiguous quality aboutit, 

For example, not too long ago ny new VW Rabbit was rTear—ended by a farmer 
driving a Datsun pickup truck while T1 was waiting to pull out onto Britain avenue 
from the Benton Harbor Post Office parking lot, Since the accident was his fault, 
I knew I wouldn't even have to pay the deductible, although it would: be a two week 
wait before I could get the car into the body shop. 

I received two estimates on the car — $700 from Transworld Imports and $535 
from Leroy's Body Shop (Leroy's saw no rTeason to replace the entire hatchback when 
it could be pounded out), Fy insurance corpany, Citizen's Insurance Co, of America, 
informed me that there would be no trouble getting the payment approved. 

But it wasn't that easy, after all, The insurance company dawdled and stalled 
and took their sweet time putting the claim through the mill, Part of the problem, 
I 8uspect, is that they are based over on the other side of the state (I signed 
up with them when I lived over there) and don't normally send adjusters out that 
far, Also, they apparently had no sense of geography, Benton Harbor is in western 
Michigan, they figured, go they'd hire an adjuster out of G#&&ak Grand Rapids to 
handle my claim, since Grand Rapids 1s als0 in western Michigan, However, Michigan 
18 a big state and Grand Rapids is [5 miles northeast of here, The adjusting 
company doesn't normally send adjusters out this far, either, 

The result was: that it was almost two weeks and my car was due in at Leroy!'s 
in a couple of days, and an adjuster still hadn't taken a look at my car, I had 
called the insurance company long distance s8everal times, but to no avail, 5So 
finally, I cast a circle and did a spell to bring my insurance money to me, dancing 
_ around a brignt green candle, The next day an adjuster showed up, all the way from 
Grand Rapids, and looked at the car, 

Now those of you readers who don't believe in magick can &&4&% say, well, it was 
jzust a coincidence and the adjuster was probably going to show up the next day, 
whether or not IT had done the ritual, Maybe, The fact is, I did the ritual and 
the adjuster s8howed up, It doesn't prove anything empirically, for sure, but 
strange coincidences like that occur every time I do a &4#a& ritual, The connection 
between The ritual and the event can never be proven, which 1s very convenient 
for tTose who do not believe in magick, If s8uch people wish to continue believing 
in coincidence, 1 shall not try to disabuse &£f them of that notion, 


THE PROBLEM | 
Our story begins many months ago in a place far, far away and a time when TI 
wouldn't have dreamed of getting involved in anything like this, It started in 
the late spring of 1980 when Andrew Duncan and Sasthi Brata, two journalists of 
international &&KkAaafga renown, arrived in Lynchburg, Virginia, to interview one 
Revs Jerry Falwell, 
Revo Jerry Falwell may be the most important man in the United States, He 3s 
the head of a national organization known as the Moral Majority, a group which 1 
have Teferred to from time to time as the "Nazis for Jegsus,"” He and his group 
claim complete Tesponsibility for the election of Ronald Reagan and a number of 
other right-wing conservatives last fall, &a&£4P&AT6þ&13i44 If you are familiar 
with Robert A, Heinlein's Future History, Rev, Falwell can be compared to the 
character Nehemiah Scudder, He believes that the Kingdom of God is at hand, The 
Kingdom of God, according to him, will take the form of an iron-fisted theocratic, 
Christian fundamentalist dictatorship with, of course, himeself giving the orders 
(or, as he might put it, relaying instructions from God), He and his followers 
are working very hard to accomplish this and he gives them instructions on a weekly 
TV 8how every Sunday morning, He believes that this will ultimately be good for 
all God=fearing Americans, except for humanists, liberals, libertarians, pagans, 
and other Satan-worahipping individualistic gorts, In accordance with God's Will, 


bad things will happen to them, 


= 

Rev, Jerry Falwell, is not, in any sense of the word, a nice man, 

Duncan and Brata did a taped interview at g8ome length with Rev, Falwell, 

Before the interview got widerway, according to their story, they made it perfectly 
clear That they would sell the interview to whoever would buy it, as becoming good 
free=lance journalists, Rev, Falwell did not give any sign of objections, They 
$+$&&&H&E&8 proceeded with the interview, When it was done, Duncan and Brata left 
Lynchburg (a very appropriately named town), went home and 801d the- tape to Penthouse 
magazines 

Penthouse is known officially as a "men's magazine," but is more widely known 
to the general public by the term "tit rag,” In between various and gundry articles 
of 8upposedly serious nature, it publishes photographs of naked women (and &&&Ah4ih 
ABDABLAR occasionally of naked men), It also publishes a mmber of letters, supposedly 
gent in by readers, in wich the authors describe in great detail various sexual 
experiences they have had, One particularly memorable letter had something to 
do with a cucumber and a semi-truck stickeshift, but that is not the topic of this 
article, 

Rev, Jerry Falwell does not like Penthouse magazine very much, If he had his 
way, Penthouse a&&&afaket magazine would be outlawed and bad things would happen 
to publisher Bob Gucciones 

Penthouse magazine announced in its February 1981 issue that the 7olloving 
188ue would contain a transcript of the taped interview with Rev, Falwell, This 
made Rev, Falwell extremely angxgy, After all the nasty things he had said about 
Penthouse in public, it would be very embarrassing to appear in that publication 
8andwiched between mammoth manmaries and parted pudenda, 

Rev, Falwell was 80 angry, in fact, that he did an evil thing, He had his 
attorney fileda swit against Penthouse magazine in the Federal District Court at 
Roanoke, The suit alleged that Duncan and Brata misled him during the interview 
into believing that the interview would not be published in a tit rag, It also 
demanded that Zederal Dis trict Court i8s8sue an injunction forbidding distribution 
of the March 1981 1ssue of Penthouse, 

The sort of action is known to journalists and &&f the legal system as "prior 
censorshipe" It is the chief tool used by totaliterian governments to remain in 
POWerTrs 

Federal District Judge Andrew Turk, like many of the rTesidents of the Virginia 
backwoods, agreed with Rev, Falwell about Penthouse magazine, He 1isSued a temporary 
injunction forbidding the distribution of the March 1981 18ssue until the case could 
be decided, At that point, the First Amendment ceazsed to exist, 

This event happened on a Thursday afternoon at the end of Jaruary, Now for 
better or worse, Rev, Falwell commands a lot of media attentim, Among those 
providing the attention was a reporter for As880ciated Press, who filed the story 


3A 
with AP's Richmond bureau, 4&An editor there decided that the s tory held national 
importance, and late that night the wire machines at the Herald-Palladium, 1,000 
miles away outside of St, Josem, Michigan, began to go "Clickety=clack,” Thus 
it was, early Friday morning, that IT learned of what had happened, 

The following day I was in Kalamazoo, helping Priestess Sue get ready for the 
Candlemas ritual that would take place that right, IT handed her a copy of the 
story and she Tead it, She was horrified, 

"This is a job for Eris," I s8aiſd, 


THE RITUAL 
If one is to fight the Moral Majority, one cannot do it by playing their game 


and expect to win, We of the Pagan persuaslon are bound by the Wiccan Trede — 

"If it harms none, do as you will," The Moral Majority is not 80 bound, and this 
gives them a tactical advantage 1f one is to try to meet Them with force, Instead, 
one would do better to meet them with Eris, 

Eris has the power to disarm Their major weapons — piety, 8elf-rignteousness, 
&d& unity of purpose, and the threat of force — throgeh a non-coercive means. 

She uses the Power of Laughter, No descendant of Gruad Greyface has any power 
in the face of Iaughter, 

Iater, as other coven members arrived at Sue's, I marshalled my arguments and 
explained my intent to insgert a Discordian interlude during that hignt's Candlemas 
circle, Some might feel uneasy about this, TI noted, because Penthouse magazine 
is &a tit rag and many feminists say that it Exploits Winmin, This may be, T1 contimed, 
but that's not the issue here, Rev, Jerry Falwell and his ilk have made it quite 
clear in their public statements that as soon as they get done with the tit rags, 
they are coming after us Pagans next, Like, a repeat of the Burning Times, And, 
to be perfectly honest, IT have a 8elfish reason, I make my living as a professional 
writer, It's my ass on the line, 

TI had expected same disazreement, There was none, 5$o T1 started into drawing 
up a ritual for the &&&&4a% liberatian of Penthouse (and, with it, the Firest Wrika 
Amentnment ), This was a tricky thing to do, I could not directly attack either 
Revo, Falwell or Judge Turk, Part of the Teason £s that as a member of the Pagan 
SP1T1Ttual Alliance IT have 8sworn myself to a@&& never use the power of magick to 
initiate force against anyone else && and never to forchbly interfere with another's 
will, Part of the Teason was that if Rev, Falwell were ever to get the Þ& idea that 
witches were after him, it wouldn't be very long before lete one night there would 
be a knock at my door and &aB&a&+ there would be no more Benton Harbor Rat-Weasels 
for any of you to read ever again, 5So attacking Rev, Falwell personally was right 
outs 

But the Wiccan rTede Bays nothing about attacking sameon e else's Occult Power 
if that power is doing harm, So I decided to go after the Power of the State, 

If you @on'ti believe that the Power of the State is an Occult power, watch some 
time what happens to the crowd gathered at Andrews Air Force Base when the military 
band strikes up "Hail To The Chief," 

First 1 hopped into Werner and went gshopping, AT an Osco Drug store 1 bought. 

a roll of purple thread, Purple is a good color to siegenify the power of the State, 
It has &s long history, There was a time, when monarchy was the principle form of 
government on this planet, when onhy royalty were allowed to wear that color, 
Then I went to a convenience store and bought a package of hot dog buns, The 

buns were manufactured by a local company and bore the completely appropriate brand 
name of "Iady Fair," 

Back at Sue's house, I found an August 1980 copy of Penthouse a&apaiabt magazine, 
True to form, it had a scantily=clad woman on the cover, Using my athame, I cut 
five &&&a4k lengths of purple thread, and tied them around the is88ue of Penthouse., 
Then I took that and one hot dog bun down to the bagement and placed them in the 


area to be uged for that night's Circle, 
When the time came, the coven gathered dowmnstairs for the Candlemas abi Sabbath, 


—Z | 

It was a good Circle, We raised a lot of gpiritual (or psychic, if you prefer) 
energy, MWe had a fire pity. 
built with bricks and sands 
and a little fire where 
we burned pine branches 
that Tepresented that part 
of ourpergonalities wh no 
longer wanted to be part of 
ourselves, We lit 80 many 
candles that the room 
looked like Times Square 
and willed spring to hurry 
up and get here, (Winter 
may be a necessary part of 
the cycle, but it's no joy 
2n Michigan, ) 

Then it came time for 
my Titual, I stood 
before the altar, grounded 
and centered myself,% pe ROW | - | 
fedling the energy like an | want 10. no walting on custom operskc 
electrical charge flowing | ph png ne expocely with Vormar's ont 
through me, earth to sky, | 510e that forms 3 SNOOP OREN Boom Area 
8ky to earth, I opened my | money-maker for additional titing, utility or 
aura wide, felt it reach wy CO work CI 
out to encompass the circle Moving Trees? | 
and touch those within, You bet. Right from your tractor Seat.. 


Most of them astarted with a TS-30 3P tree Spade attachment. All- 
hydraulically controlled. An excellent profit 


gigglings center for farmers and ranchers interested in 
I raised my arms and nursery, landscape of tree farm income. 


called upon the Goddess. En ETNER 
_ VERMEER SALES & SERVICE 


"Hey, Eris, Baby!" 1 
beets (ine 'coonene ates I WORMEee Ven See 
Jackson, Michigan 49201 
THE DIGGIN DUTCHMAN 


(517) 750-3783 
Please Send me complete information and literature on your: 


O Model PT-18 Tiling Trencher DO Model PT-12 Tiling Trencher 
O T-600D Tiling Trencher O 3-Point Hitch Backhoe 
O Tree Spades DO Log Splitters 


Teverence), "Get your ass 
down here! Wefre gonna 
lay down 8o0me chaos!" 
(Shouts and whoops from 
the gathered coven, ) 
"There's this dude out 
east of here," TI continued, 
"a true degcendant of 
Gruad Greyface, name of 
Rev, Jerry Falwell,” IT 
continued (boos and 
hisses), "ho is using the power of the State (more boos and hisses) to lay WW a 


deastructive order trip on Penthouse magazine, B&aAZX% Well, with your help of course, 
were going to toss a big Gat Golden Apple into the hall of the State and bring 


that destructive order trip to an end!" (Cheers, ) 

With one hand I took up the hot dog bun, and with the other IT raised my athame 
high in the air, "Lady Discordia," I said, "in token of our devotion to you (s8nicker s 
and guffaws), I 8acrifice to you this HoleyE Hot Dog Bun." Then I screamed "BANZAT!" 
and ran the bun through with my athame, YPartake with me of the element of disorder," 
I 8aid, and pazsed the bun around the oircle for common consumption. 

Now for the main event, I Bet the circle members to dancing, in wild, free 
style and singing a hymn much beloved by the Iady! 

"Eris loves me, this I know, 


A11 the chaos tells me 80," 
Very 8hortly, everyone was gtumbling around in near hysterical laughter, and 
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I could feel Eris's power wrirling around me like a laundromat washer, Using all 
_ my powers of concentration, I used my athame to snap the threads around the copy 
of Penthouse while visualizing its liberation — fork lifts in a big warehouse 
moving around large crates marked "Penthouse Internatimal Ltd,," crates being 
loaded onto huge Mack trucks, trucks rolling down the interstate across the land, 
crates being mloaded at book stores and newstands across America, proprietors 
arranghng magasines on the racks, people flocking to the stores to buy Ccopies..e 
I cast the broken bonds of the State into the smoldering fire, It took a while 
to get them alight — 8omething seemed to be resisting it and my fire elementals 
weren't working very well, The presence of Eris in the Circle does not make for 
orderly rituals, Finally, 2&44% Priest Carl heaved a mighty breath and BEG 8 
Tire into brilliant flames, 

Finally, &&& it was time to say farewell to the Goddess, "Eris, love," I 

Said, "it's been Teal," 


THE AFTERMATH 
Monday morning in New York, Penthouse publisher Bob Guccione held a press 


conference, He noted that as a result of Rev, Falwell's attentions, assuming 
the March 1981 issue were rTeleased, Penthouse magazine would 8e11 an extra 500, 000 
copies, GCuccione invited Rev, Falwell to come work for Penthouse, 

He was obviously treating the entire affair as 8eriously as my coven, And 
with good reason, it turned out, 

A couple of hours later, Judge Turk announced to the world that he was reting 
to grant a permanent injunction against the distribution of the March 1981 is8sue 
of Penthouse, That wuld be prior censorship, you see, and a violation of the 
First Amendment, he gaid, Case dismissed, The *irst Amendment resurrTected itgelf, 

Now those of you who disbelieve in magick nay chuckle and tell yourselves that 
it was merely coincidence, Some time during the weekend Judge Turk 8aw the light 
of Tea80n and changed his mind and our little ritual in Kalamazoo made no difference 
what8oever to the outcome, If you wills 

But I would like to point out that the legal profession in this country contains 
many $&d&þX;& extremely 8elf-riehteous people who can't inagine anything worse than 
admitting to being wrong, This is especially true of federal judges who are selected 
for that particular quality, among others, You may ask, how often does a federal 
Judge publicly change Ra hir mind on something when s/he can simply wait for a 
higner court to overturn any wrong decisions? The answer 18. ...a1lmost nevere 

Shortly afterwards Revs, Falwell held his own press conference, to announce 
that he was filing a $10 million against Penthouse magazine for its heinous crimes 
against God and God's Spokesman, Qt well, Like the Lady 8aid, every Hodge mist 
have its Ppdge, I'm 8till submitting copy to an editor, not a government censors, 

. Guecione was rYight, The March 1981 issue turned out to be the best selling 

i88ue in the magazine's history, Arthur Hlavaty bought a copy and told me he 
ag thought Iit Ow boring as hell, IT bought one, and I TORIES 80g too, If 


you 're free, you're free to be boring, too, 
L1ons 1, Christians 0, And to Rev, Jerry Falwell and all his good little 


Moral Majoritarians 8s lumbering across the land, IT wish to you pleasant dreams 
and Blessed Be! 


